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{ he visited it; and that is, that while it instructed || and not such as I had hoped orexpected from an || I allude to Mr. Hopkins L. Turney. He came 
) the officer commanding the troops of the United American Senator. I said that I should not use || to me and said, ‘‘ I think that you paid a high 
1 States to put down any insurrection, it did not i) a single disrespectful word to the Senator from || compliment to the Supreme Court; for,’’ said 
) say a word about repelling invasion. The Sen- |, Massachusetts, because I felt that I wasestopped || he, ‘I think slavery is guarantied in the Consti- 
ator endeavors to get around this point by saying || from doing so by considerations of self-respect | tution. I think it is one of our guarantied rights, 
- that was in the proclamation; but, while it was || and the dignity of the Senate. I did not say one | and, if you say the Supreme Court of the United 
A in the instructions of the officer to put down in- || word discourteous to him, to my knowledge. [ | States is its citadel, I think you assign thema 
1 surrection, there was a silence about invasion; || spoke strongly, as I had a right to speak, and as very honorable position, because you put them 
g and therefore I say the document is justly ob- || | always speak, and as I always mean to speak. | in the position of guarding what are guarantied 
n noxious to all the censure which the honorable The Senator from New Hampshire has said || rights under the Constitution.”’ It seems, after 
. Senator from Massachusetts put on it; and a great |, that he never uttered an unkind word, and never | all the flourish, after all the eloquence, and after 
; deal more which, please God, I will endeavor to |; meant to utter an unkind word. I think that is || all the polish of this new style of oratory, (which, 
1 administer when the occasion comes. The free || entering a caveat. I never enter caveats, and I Saateed of addressing you, Mr. President) ad- 
0 State men of Kansas Territory appealed to the || care not a copper whether they are entered for || dresses me,) the Senator from Tennessee, inside, 
S President and asked for protection; and what does || me or against me. I always speak as [ feel, in || down, below all the gas, has a feeling that makes 
n he tell them in response? He tells them that he | reference to the dignity of the body to which I || him think it is disgraceful to the Senate, and a 
y sends officers there to put them down if they are || belong; and, however humble and unworthy I || reproach to the Supreme Court, to say that they 
f guilty of insurrection. That is it. may be of it, it commands my highest admiration, || are the citadel of slavery. [ have nothing more 
y ~ Jam not disposed to go into this matter now. || and never shall I be provoked within these walls || to say. 
\. | have not time to go into it at present. I have || to violate its duties, or its proprieties, if I can Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I did purpose 
said thus much simply because there was a per- | keep my self-possession. saying something in relation to what has been 
> sonal appeal made to me by the honorable Sena- The Senator from New Hampshire used lan- || brought into this debate, not by way of justify- 
v tor. Ata suitable time—and in regard to that I || guage about the Supreme Court, the exact phrase- || ing or excusing a very valued friend, [General 
n shall be governed very much by the opinions of || ology of which I do not recollect, but it was as || Atchison,] but to state such facts as would award 
8 the Senate—I propose to address myself to this || offensive as I think it could be, and yet be clothed || to him, in my opinion, the judgment of truth and 
t subject; and I will endeavor to meet, if in my || in language becoming the lips of a gentleman. justice; but | am advised that the hour is late, and 
0 power, as well as I can, some of the assumptions || Mr.HALE. I said itwas the citadelofslavery. || the time for that has passed. [cannot do it now; 
8 that have been made. I believe it isa great issue; || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then, sir, you || I should not have taken five minutes, but, in def- 
n and I rejoice to agree entirely and totally with |) must pardon me if I consider it as a great insult— erence to the wishes of my friends, I shall not 
d the assertion with which the honorable Senator || an insult unbecoming a Senator to make on that || proceed now. 
- : from Tennessee started, that we had things at || body. It is a céordinate branch of this Govern- Mr. MASON. Although it is late, I must ask 
8 home which we should attend to before going to || ment, and the strong armand citadel of our safety. | for an executive session of a few minutes. I 
. look after England and Central America. Sir, we || For purity, integrity, virtue, honor, and all that | move, therefore, that the Senate proceed to the 
d had better look to the center of the United States || ennobles and dignifies the race to which you || consideration of executive business. 
\- than to the center of Europe, or of any other || might belong, it stands unimpeached and unim- The PRESIDENT. The first question is on 
\- country on God’s earth. In that sentiment of the |; peachable. The Supreme Court the citadel of || the motion of the Senator from New Hampshire, 
s- Senator I entirely agree; but as the usual hour for || slavery! No offense inthat! Notaunt!—oh, no! || to postpone the further consideration of this sub- 
h the adjournment of the Senate has arrived, and || That is perfectly harmless! And yet when we || ject until Thursday next. 
I as 1 am not prepared to go on now, I move to | repel such assaults we are considered boasters The motion was agreed to. 
postpone the further consideration of this subject || and braggadocios! ; EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
e until Thursday next. | Again, sir, the Senator said that, if he owed his || go) mossaces in writine were receive if 
y Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the Senator || place here to anybody, he owes it the President || th - Pr ‘ai ae te + Unite 1 States. b Mr “Wee. 
g allow me a few words? of the United States. When I very kindly, and, ane “aia Se Am ys a Seen oy oe ae 
y Mr. HALE. Certainly. | I thought, politely—for I certainly did not mean || cane MAS N rs ‘ en sead 
t- Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I donot propose, || to do, and do not think I did, the gentleman any || , * RS eS ee ee ee Eee 
“dat 2 . : . : Shh bho: , . . + || to the consideration of executive business. 
y Mr. President, to detain the Senate for five min- || injustice—assigned a paternity to the Senator, I | Mr. CRITTENDEN. [I trust that mot “ill 
se utes; [ am not in a condition to do so; but I am || said the Devil had a way of taking care of his | : be onweed4 i yee aoe il Se a ao 
al not willing that the Senator from New Hampshire || own. _ He says that if that be so, the President || — eatin tt is ine f tl ciaaas we , ue ‘ 
se shall misinterpret ormisrepreseut me. 1 will not || of the United States is the devil. That is a ques- on stamens re = aad = a ‘ead at os 
e, be so discourteous as to suppose that it was his |, tion for you (addressing Mr. Hare) and the hardy eens tte ny ean ee 
to jurpose to Misrepresent me. President to settle. [Laughter.] I have nothing || en ere — - 
put per eee ms « | The motion was agreed to; and, after some time 
8. Mr. HALE. Certainly not. | to do with it. This much I do say, that if you |) 2g i) oxecutive sexsi che denen Guite zie 
ce Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then, sir, he || came here, as you say you did, by the agency of | = r sis gh vote oo ae a a ed 
oe eee : as of ay hated. Ta ele ieee ‘ont || Opened, and the Senate adjourned. 
n wholly misconceived me, and the misconception || the President, and you are indebted for your seat | 
0, is aS unjust to me as the misrepresentation would || to him, you are the most ungrateful wretch that || " . 
lo be. He misconceived me when he asserted that || ever disgraced the American Senate. [Laughter | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
mn | invoked, and was willing to proclaim, war with | and applause in the galleries. : Monpay, February 25, 1856. 
y the bowie-knife, and the knife to the hilt. The || The PRESIDENT. The galleries will be e : ’ 
er Senator cannot find that statement in anything || cleared if there be any further demonstrations. The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
vu that I said. I pointed out the result, (addressing | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That was the jast | by Rev. Mr. ¢ UMMI 7, 
as Mr. Hare) if you were to continue your aggres- || and only chance. on God Almighty’s earth which The Journal of Thursday last was read and 
8. sions. You say you have made no aggressions. || you ever had to get here; and if he brought you || approved. ‘. bata ae 
to You do not feel that itis any aggression to be || face ought you not to be kind to him? Ought || _ Mr. Esrie,a Representative from the 2 nett 
ot | continually assailing the institutions of the South. || you not to be affectionate to him? Instead of | Ohio, appeared and took the usual oath to sup- 
nd F You do not feel it to be any aggression when a || that, with an ingratitude darker, blacker, more || PX the Constitution of the United States. ie 
is | slave escapes from Virginia or Maryland and || unmitigated than that of Judas, you are stabbing || . The SPEAKER announced the business firet 
ai- 4 passes over into the free States where he is ar- || him on the right hand and on the left. Go home, | '™ order to be the call of the States for resolutions. 
he > _ rested and detained from his master. You can- || allow mé to beg you, and make concessions to | PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 
Hl, not feel that it is any aggression when a slave || your father, and thank him for the distinguished || Mr. CRAIGE (having obtained general consent 
m. » clings around the neck of her mistress for protec- || honor he has conferred upon you. That is the || to make a personal explanation) said: 
nt 3 tion, and one of your—not border, but internal || act of gratitude; that becomesa man of noble and | Mr. Speaker, I have received within the last 
ir- 4 raffians, tears her from the neck of her mistress || generous impulses like yourself. If he brought | few days several papers, published in my own 
> and carries her off. No, sir, that is no aggres- || you here—you say so; I do not know it—but, if he || State, and several out of it, which, in order to fix 
nl- rh sion to those whom you represent. I said that, || did, of the many bad acts that he has done,I || the responsibility of your election as Speaker 
z if you continued these aggressions, and persecu- || think that is the worst he ever did. [Laughter.] | upon the Democratic party, have given, emong 
he e tions; and annoyances, you may get to sucha | Mr. HALE. Mr. President, 1 have not taken || other reasons, the fact that, on the final vote, my 
led D point that war will come, and when it does come |! any lessons in this new school of oratory, and || name did not appear upon the record, 
of PS it will be no child’s play. It will then be a war || I think the Senator from Tennessee will have Now, as I do not think proper to have this 
f I ; to the knife, and the knife to the hilt, to your 1 to monopolize it a little while, at least. In re- | impression go to the country without correc- 
of heart’s content. That is what I said, and no |; gard to the remark which I made in relation to | tion, I desire to state to the House, what is well 
hy B more, } the Supreme Court of the United States, 1 am not | known here, that, on the 25th day of January 
the : Sir, the Senator from New Hampshire says || going to take it back; but I wish to give a single | last, my colleague (Mr. Rurrin] announced upon 
ed- iS that I set out to establish a new era in the elocu- || historical reminiscence. I made the same state- | this floor that I had paired off from that day until 
de. M tion or proprieties of the Senate. That is a mis- |, ment on the floor of the Senate years ago. The | the 9th day of February, with Mr. Hlucusron. 
ich : Statement, or a misconception. I said no such | State of Tennessee then had not the honor of You, Mr. Speaker, were elected on the 2d day 
yas thing. I said that the speech of the Senator from || being represented here by so distinguished aSen- | of February. Neither of us, therefore, were 
ich fassachusetts had been such as to astonish me, || ator; but her representative was an honest man— || presenton thatday,and neither of us voted. Had 
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we beth been here and voted, the result-would 
have been precisely the same. I need not say 
to you, sir, nor to the members of the House, 
that no member more strenuously opposed your 
election than I did; and I need not add, in this 
connection, that had I been present, and at liberty 
to vote on that ogeasion, I should have voted for 
Mr. Arcen, of South Carolina, for whom I have 
always entertained the kindest personal feelings, 
and with whom it has been my pleasure to act, 
politically, during the time I have served with 
him in Congress. ; 

Mr. RICHARDSON (by unanimous consent 
of the House) said: I desire to submit a few re- 
marks to the House upon the same point to which 
the gentleman from North Carolina |M fr. Craice] 
has just spoken. Like him, in certain portions 
of the country comments have been made upon 
the fact that my name did not appear upon the 
recogd of the final vote for eo of this House. 
{t is known here that L had paired off with Mr. 
i'mnse, of Ohio. He had voted steadily for you, 
Mr. Speaker, for some weeks before I paired off 
with him. If both of us had voted, the result 
would have been the same—he would have voted 
for you, and | for Mr. Aiken; and I need not 
say that, if [ had been entitled to vote, I should 
have voted with great pleasure for my friend, 
Governor Aiken, of South Carolina. 

Mr. Speaker, | need not say to you, nor need 
I say to this House, that | was opposed to your 
election—not upon any personal crounds; for be- 
tween you and me there is no reason why I should 
have any personal objection; but it was upon 
political grounds. It was upon the ground that 1 
did not believe that yourelection would contribute 
so much to tighten the bonds which bind these 
States together, as would the election of my friend 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Arxen.] 

It is well known to the House, sir, that, from 
the first moment of the strugele to the close of 
the contest. l was opposed to your election. And, 
sir, if [ had reasons for that opposition then, they 
are doubly strengthened now. I know that, if my 
friend from South Carolina had been placed in 
that chair, the section of the country from which 
{ come—the fifteen States west of the Alleghany 
mountains—would have had some Representatives 
upon the Committee on Naval Affairs; that, in the 
danger which is now impending over us, some 
voice would in that committee be heard in favor 
of increasing the Navy tll our guns could pro- 
tect our commerce, and take care of our interests 
in every ocean upon the globe. There would 
have been from those fifteen States more than 
one voice upon the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
to urge, by all honorable means, the settlement 
of all difficulties between this country and Great 
Britam; but if our difficulties cannot be honor- 
ably settled, if war must be, then there will be 
a million of soldiers ready to pour out their heart’s 
blood to defend our honor, our rights, and our 
soil beneath the flag of our whole country. 

Mr. HUGHSTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a 
question of privilege. My attention has been 
called to the matter by the gentleman from North 
Carolina, and I thank him for having done so. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection the 
gentleman will proceed. 

‘There was no objection. 

Mr. HUGHSTON. On the 25th of January, 
as | publicly announced to the House at the time, 
having learned that there was violent sickness in 
my family, | made an arrangement with the gentle- 
man from North Carolina [Mr, Craige) to pair 
off with him unl the 9th of February ensuing. 
Mr. Crater had uniformly voted for the Demo- 
crauc nominee for the Speakership, and I. had 
as constantly cast my vote, after Mr. CampBe.’s 
withdrawal, for the gentleman who now fills the 
chair. We paired off on all questions, and neither 
of us voted until the time fixed had elapsed. 1 
had perfect confidence in Mr. Crarge’s integrity; 
| suppose he had like confidence in mine. No 
harm was done to either side. The Democratic 
party, to which he belonged, was not harmed by 

1s absence; nor was the Republican party, the 
SN mk of which I peeteaied ia the least injured 
*y my absence. 

Many of the correspondents of New York 
papers have published that | was absent without 
giving apy sort of explanation. Iam not under 
any obligations to those gentlemen who have been 
careful to state my absence without at the same 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


time stating the reason for it, which was publicly || same compensation allowed him at the last session of C 


A . ” 
, announced in this House. gress. 
i 


LEGISLATIVE ACTS OF KANSAS. 

Mr. GROW. 
the House to introduce a bill of which previous 
notice has been given. 

Mr. LETCHER. Read for information. 

The title of the bill was read, and is in these 
terms: 

A bill to annul certain acts of the Legislative 


Assembly of Kansas, and to secure to the people | 


of said Territory their rights and privileges. 
Mr. LETCHER and others objected. 
MILITARY ACADEMY IN THE MISSISSIPPI 
: VALLEY. 

Mr. THORINGTON. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to offer the following reso- 
lution of inquiry: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be, and 


they are hereby, instructed to inquire into the expediency | 


| and propriety of establishing a United States Military Acad 


_ the committee shall report on the 
establishing a military academy in the valley of | 


emy and school of praciice in the valley of the upper Mis- 


sissippi, in which there shall also be professorships of mining, | 


agricultural and mechanical engineering, and to report by 
bill or otherwise : That said committee report to this House 


whether Rock Island, in the Mississippi river, between Da- | 


venport, Lowa, and Rock Island, Illinois, is not peculiarly 
fitted for the site of said institution, and whether it ought 


not to be set apart for that purpose, and such legislation had 


as will accomplish the object of the first resolution. 


Mr. SAVAGE. 
from Iowa that, if he will make his resolution 
general in its terms, and not confine the inquiry 
to the fitness of the upper Mississippi, but that 
ropriety of 


the Mississippi, I shall interpose no objection; 


but while it 1s confined to the upper Mississippi, | 


and to a particularisland in the Mississippi, | must 
object. If the modification suggested be adopted, 
the gentleman will find it will be well supported. 

Mr. THORINGTON. I accept the modifica- 
tion which the gentleman has indicated. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the res- 


olution as modified, 


The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be, 


| and they are hereby, instructed to inquire into the expe- 


diency and propriety of establishing a United States mili- 


tary academy and school of practice in the valley of the | 


| Mississippi, in which there shall also be professorships of 


mining, agricultural, and mechanical engineering ; and to 
report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I donot object to 


the resolution as it now stands, but I will say that | 


L am opposed to the whole system of military 
academies. 
no new ones, and will cheerfully vote for the abo- 
lition of the one which we now have. 

The question was taken; and the resolution was 


| adopted. 


INTRODUCTION OF A BILL. 


Mr. BARKSDALE, by unanimous consent, 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
with the following title: 

A bill to confirm and authorize certain sales of 
public lands in Mississippi and Alabama; which 


| was read a first and second time, and referred to 


the Committee on Public Lands. 
CLERK TO THE MILITARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. QUITMAN. Irise, Mr. Speaker, to have | 
| made, by unanimous censent, a modification of | 


the resolution which, on my motion, was adopted 
the other day, and which authorized the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs to employ‘a clerk. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. If the gentleman 


will yield, I will withdraw the motion to recon- | 


sider the vote by which the resolution was adopted, 
so the gentleman’s modification may be made by 
unanimous consent. [Cries of ** No!’’] 

Mr. QUITMAN. I understand that on Thurs- 
day last, when I had left the Hall, the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Coss] moved a reconsider- 
ation, under the impression that the clerk would, 
under the resolution, receive a compensation larger 


| than was intended, and, it was thought, any con- 
| struction would allow him to receive. If I have 


the unanimous consent of the House, and the 
motion to reconsider, as has been proposed, be 
withdrawn, I shall then modify the Le, ve ge 
as to obviate any objection of the character men- 
tioned. The resolution, as it now reads, is as 
follows: 


* Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be, | 
/ and they are hereby, authorized to employ a clerk, at the | 


GLOBE. 





. ! 
I will say to the gentleman | 


I will vote for the establishment of | 





__ February 





on- 


My modification is, that the same per diem com- 


I ask the unanimous consent of | oe ee be allowed him as was allowed at the 


ast session. 
_Mr. COBB. I withdraw the motion to recon- 
|| sider. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the resolution can be mod- 
ified by unanimous consent, that is one thine- 
if not, then! do not wish the motion to recon. 
sider withdrawn. I think the resolution may be 
construed as my friend has stated. The better 
plan, in my opinion, is to Say in those resoly- 
| tions for the employment of deity what the per 

diem compensation shall be, and not to use the 
words ‘‘usual compensation,”’ or ** that was re. 
ceived at the last session of Congress.”? Wa 
| should resolve that the clerk shall have a com- 

pensation of four dollars per day for the time he 
is employed. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I have no objection to the 
modification being as suggested by the gentleman 
from Alabama. 

The SPEAKER. 
the proposition ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. The proper course is, for 

the motion to reconsider to prevail. Otherwise , 
we shall have two resolutions. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman wished the 
withdrawal of the motion to reconsider, in order 
that unanimous consent might effect the proposed 
modification. The Chair prefers to put the ques- 
tion on the motion to reconsider. 

The question was taken; and the motion to 
reconsider was agreed to. 
| The question recurred on the adoption of the 
| resolution. 
| Mr. QUITMAN. To accomplish the object 
| which I have in view, I offer the following, asa 
| substitute for the resolution before us: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
|| authorized to employ a clerk, at a compensation of four 
| dollars per diem during his service. 


| Mr. HOUSTON. Nobody can object to that. 
| Mr. H. MARSHALL. I propose to amend 
_ the resolution. ' 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
| sissippi is still upon the floor. 
Mr. QUITMAN. I move the previous ques- 
| tion upon the adoption of the resolution. 
| Mr. H. MARSHALL. I want to address an 
| inquiry to the Chair, for the benefit of the House: 
I want to know, if the demand for the previous 
| question is not sustained, whether it will not be 
competent to move to amend the resolution, so as 
| to give a clerk to all the committees of the House 
| which had clerks at the last session, and at the 
|| same per diem rate of compensation ? 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I raise a question 
| of order. This resolution originally came in by 
| unanimous consent, and the Chair has heretofore 
| decided that it could not be amended by inserting 
|| another committee. 
|| TheSPEAKER. It was introduced by unani- 
‘|| mous consent, and the Chair is of opinion that it 
| Is not in order to incumber the resolution by the 
| appointment of clerks for other committees. 
| r. MARSHALL. The Chair will remember 
|| thatit was perfectly in order to move to recon- 
| 


Is there any objection to 


sider, and that it did not require unanimous con- 
sent to make that privileged motion. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is open to 
amendment, within certain limits, if the House 
| does not sustain the call for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
seconds: 
|| ‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. FLAGier, 
| and Futter of Maine, appointed. 
| 


I call for tellers on the 


The House was then divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 59, noes 43; no quorum voting. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that there bea call 
| of the House; and upon it I demand the yeas 
|, and nays. 
| ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. at aa 
| The question was taken; and it was decided in 
|| the negative—yeas 56, nays 78; as follows: 
|| YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Hendley 8. 
|} Bennett, Billinghurst, Bingham, Boyce, Branch, John P. 
Campbell, Carlile, Cox, Crawford, Cumback, Denver, 
Dowdell, Dunn, Elliott, Etheridge, Faulkner, Greenwood, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Hick- 
man, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J 
Glaney Jones, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel S. Marshall, 
Smith Miller Millson, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Mordecat 
Oliver, Orr, Paine, Phelps, Quitman, Richardson, Ruflin, 
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Rust, Savage, Scott, Shorter, Spinner, Stewart, Stranahan, 
Talpott, Vail, Wakeman, Warner, Winslow, and John V. 
Wright—56. 

NAYS —Messrs. Barbour, Henry Bennett, Benson, 
Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Brooks, Burlingame, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Caskie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
con, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, 
Covode, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Day, Dean, Dick, 
Dodd, Edmundson, Emrie, English, Flagler, Foster, Gran- 
ger, Grow, Augustis Hali, Robert B. Hall, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Kennett, 
Knapp, Knight, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Killian Miller, Morrill, Mott, Norton, Pennington, 
pike, Purviance, Puryear, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, 
Sandidge, Seward, Sherman, Simmons, Stanton, Stephens, 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Tyson, Wade, Waldron, 
Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Wells, 
Williams, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Daniel B. Wright— 


-x 


So a call of the House was refused. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. McMULLINstated that he had paired off, 
for one week, with Mr. Craaern. 

Mr. WALDRON stated that his colleague, 
Mr. WaALBRIDGE, was confined to his room by 
sickness. 

The question recurred upon the call for the 
pr vious question, upon which tellers had been 
ordered. 

Messrs. Ftacier and WarRNER were appointed 
tellers. 

The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 65, noes 51; no quorum voting. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the House do 


now adjourn. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Upon that I 


demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was 
decided in the negative—yeas 21, nays 109; as 
follows: 


TH 





and transportation of volunteers; 

An act for the relief of Jacob Dodson; 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to change the name of the French-built brig 


Vigie, to Minnie; 


An act to establish a library for young men in 
the District of Columbia; and . 

A resolution authorizing and directing the See- 
retary of War to furnish, in certain cases, veri- 
fied copies of original papers filed before the 
board for the examination of claims contracted 
in California under Lieutenant Colonel Frémont. 

THE BRIG VIGIE. 

Mr. AIKEN. Task the unanimous consent of 
the House to take up Senate bill No. 108—one of 
those just received from the Senate—to change 
the name of a vessel, and put it upon its passage. 


| It is an act to authorize the Secretary of the 


Treasury to change the name of the French-built 
brig Vigie to Minnie. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken 
from the Speaker’s table; and, having received 
its several readings, was passed. 

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I rise to call up a motion 

which was offered last Thursday by the gentle- 


| man from Virginia, [Mr. MeMutuy1y,] to recon- 


sider the vote by which the House authorized the 
Committee of Elections to employ a clerk. I 
want that vote reconsidered, so as to offer this 
proposition as an amendment. 

Several MemsBers. Read. 

Mr. STEPHENS. [It is just that the pay of 
the clerk shall be four dollars per day while 
employed. 
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|} souri, for money advanced for the subsistence 
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mittee except such as have had clerks heretofore, 
with the exception of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. I do not know whether that commit- 
tee ought to have a clerk or not; but I am clearly 
of opinion that such committees as usually have 
clerks ought to have one now. I prefer the reso- 
lution now offered to that heretofore adopted, be- 
cause it fixes the per diem specially at four dol- 
lars per day. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the zentleman from Geor- 
gia will allow me, I will say this: A committee 
may have had a clerk at the last session of Con- 
rress, or at one session of Congress, and not need 
one at another. Now, the Judiciary Committee, 
for instance, have had, during the last session of 
Congress, a very extensive examination, growing 
out of what was called the Gardiner fraud. That 
subject is not before the committee now. The 
Committee on Territories had a press of business 
for twenty or thirty days at the last Congress, 
which it has not got now. And I want to say to 
the gentleman from Kentucky, and to the gentle- 
man from Georgia, too, that so far as the Com- 
mittee on Territories is concerned, it has not 
instructed its chairman to ask for a clerk: and I 
suppose the House will hardly give a clerk to 
that committee before it asks for one. The Com- 
mittee on Territories have had that subject up, 
and have not instructed their chairman to ask for 
a clerk. -The reason is, that they have got no 
business for a clerk, if they had one. They have 
only got before them two or three petitions and 
one bill, and a clerk would be of no service to 
them. 

Mr.H.MARSHALL. As the gentleman from 
Alabama has called my attention to the fact that 
there has been no application from the Committee 
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resolution is a report from a committee, which 


these repeated contests in regard to little questions 
about employing draughtsmen or clerks in the 
committees of the House when draughtsmen or 


sick and confined to his room, which would 
account for his absence. 
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vide for the appointment of a clerk to any com- 


these little propositions, whether necessary or 
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useless; and it occurs to me, when I hear a gentle- 
man bring in that argument in support of such a 


proposition, that be must be very hard pressed for 
reasons to support it. If the basis upon which 
the gentleman from Kentucky founds his propo- 
sition be unsound, then I say it should fall. le 
savs all the committees should be allowed clerks 
which have been allowed them heretofore. At 
the last Congress the Committee of Elections did 
not have a clerk, 
need one now. Why? 
important business upon their hands is such as to 
require the services of a clerk. But suppose that 
at the next Congress, or at the next session of 
this Congress, they should have no contested 


elections before them, would they need a clerk 
Yet, sir, the rule of the gentleman from 

I say, there- | 
fore, that the basis upon which the gentleman 


then? 
Kentucky would give them one. 


founds his proposition is unsound. If that basis 


iis legislation, the effect will be to let in all these 


, . ie 
little side requests for small appropriations, for 


small offices, and everything of that sort, upon 
the plea that they are of too smal! consequence to 
take up the time of the House in resisting; and 
we shall find that all these little 


resisted now. 


As far as the Committee on Territories are con- | 
That | 


cerned, I do not think they need a clerk. 
ismy impression, They were,as lam informed, 
allowed a clerk for thirty days at the last session 
of Congress. They had important business be- 
fore them then; but, so far, they have had noth- 
ing before them this session that requires such 
services. If their business increases to an ex- 
tent that requires the services of a clerk here- 
after, I shall certainly not oppose such a propo- 
sition; but, at present, there is no al of a 
clerk; and why make provision for one, when 
the effect will be to set upon us a horde of men 
who are seeking for appointments to clerkships 
and such small offices, at the hands of all who 
have them to bestow? If for no other consider- 


ation, Lask that the House will not make this | 


provision, but will keep off these men who are 
seeking for office. 

Mr. STEPHENS again resumed the floor. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 
from Georgia to yield me the floor for a minute. 
I will not trespass upon his patience, or upon 
that of the House, long; but I feel it to be a duty 
which Lowe to my country—and that is a duty 
which is paramount to all other duties—to say a 
word in reterence to this matter. I have nota 
word to say in reference to the other committees 


embraced in the amendment of the gentleman | 


from Kentucky; I do not know their wants; but 
when | speak in relation to the affairs of my own 


committee—the committee of which I have the | 


honor to be a member, through your appoint- 
ment, Mr. Speaker—I speak what I do know. 
In relation to the necessity there is for a clerk 
to the Committee on Public Lands, [ have to say, 
that that committee has been in existence ever 
since the organization of the Government; yet, so 


far as | know, there has been no instance of their || 


ever having the services of a clerk until the last 
Congress; and I cou.c, perhaps, tell the House 
the reason why we wanted a clerk then. 


the committee, but it seemed to some of us that 
our committee was not of sufficient importance— 
that our importance was not properly appreciated 
by the country; and therefore it was important 
that we should employ a man who should be able 
to discharge the duty of attending to that busi- 
ness—in short, who would puff us into notice. 

Mr. LINDLEY. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Alabamaa question. 

Mr. COBB. Lam going on to state naked facts. 
Atter I have made my statement, the gentleman 
may ask me as many questions as he chooses. 
I stated that, since the organization of the Gov- 
ernment, the Committee on Public Lands had 
never been allowed the services of a clerk until 
the last Congress; and the services performed by 
that officer even then, so far as my observation 
extended, have failed to convince me of the ne- 
cessity for his employment. He was under pay 
from the time of his appointment to the adjourn- 
ment of Congress; and, so far as 1 know, he was 
never employed, on an average, more than one 


et I am satisfied that they | 
Beeause the amount of | 


be the one upon which the House is to predicate | 


matters will | 
amount to something hereafter, if they are not | 





I ask the gentleman | 


It was || 
not strictly to transact the legitimate business of 
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hour ina week. The duties required at his hands | 


did not require more than that amount of service. 
It may be supposed, from the amount of business 


referred to our committee, from the number of | 


reports made by us, and from the importance of 
the interests committed to our charge, that we 
have a large amount of clerical duties to perform. 
Such is not the fact. 
do. 
cases referred to particular members of the com- 
mittee, and when they came back, to enter the 
action of the committee upon them. 


The information required from the various De- || 


partments is always obtained from the heads of 
the Departments. The clerk had nothing to do 
with it. We addressed letters to the heads of the 
Departments from which we desired information, 


and received the information from them in om: | 
1e 


I repeat that a clerk will not be employed int 
discharge of the legitimate duties of our committee 
on an average more than one hour in a week. It 


may be that members need him to transact their 
own private business; that is another matter. If || 
it is indispensably necessary that we should | 
have him for that purpose, let us have him; but | 


for one, as a member of the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which I have belonged for nine years, 
I enter my protest. I have never seen any neces- 
sity for the employment of such a person, nor do 
I now see any such necessity. {[ say nothing as 
to the wants of the other committees of the House. 
So far as our committee is concerned, I am satis- 
fied that they do not need a clerk; and I shall 
therefore vote against the amendment if they are 
to be included in it. 


Mr. GROW. Lask the gentleman from Georgia | 


to allow me just one minute in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, [Mr Hovuston,] in refer- 
ence to the wants of the Committee on Terri- 
tories. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I hope the gentleman will 
confine himself to just one minute. 

Mr. GROW. The gentleman from Alabama 
has alluded to the fact, that no request has come 
from a majority of the Committee on Territo- 
ries for the allowance of aclerk. Well, sir, the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. H. Marsnant,] only makes provision for 
the allowance of clerks to any of the committees 
in case they shall think them necessary. Ifa 
majority of the Committee on Territories think a 
clerk is not needed, of course he will not be ap- 
pointed. ‘This proposition merely makes provis- 
ion for the appointment of clerks in the discretion 
of the committees, to save the necessity of coming 
here, it may be, every week with propositions for 
them to be allowed. 

Mr. STEPHENS. That is just what I was 
going to say myself, in reply to the gentleman 
trom Alabama on my left, (Mr. Housron.] This 
resolution is to authorize these committees to 
employ clerks, if they shall deem it necessary. 
And, now, I say te the House, that if they can 
intrust all the interests which are intrusted to the 
hands of the Committee on Public Lands, involv- 
ing millions upon millions, to report to us, cannot 
we intrust to their discretion the simple matter 
whether they shall employ the services of a clerk 
at four dollars aday? If we can intrust to the 
charge of the Committee on the Judiciary matters 
involving the impeachment of your judges and 
the changes and validity of your laws, cannot we 
repose in them the small discretion of determining 
whether they shall employ a clerk at four dollars 


aday? And I say the same in regard to all the | 


other committees which are embraced in this res- 
olution. The proposition simply proposes to 
place it at the discretion of these committees to 


, employ clerks, if they shall deem them to be ne- 


, cessary. 


And as the gentleman from Virginia 


| remarked, the House spends more time and more 
| money in discussing these matters than clerks to 


| 


| 


| the gentleman from Ala 


all the committees would cost. 

Mr, BENNETT, of New York. Inregard tothe 
Committee on Public Lands, I wish to make this 
statement: 1 have been instructed by that com- 
mittee—every member presen concurring except 

sama [Mr. Copp|—toask 


that a clerk be allowed us. Not more than one 


| or two of the committees of this House needa 


clerk more than the Committee on Public Lands. 
As the proceedings have heretofore been kept, 
perhaps they would only take an hour or two 
each day, as the gentleman has suggested, to make 





Our clerk had but little to || 
He never did anything except to enter the 





| for the yeas and nays. 
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the entries of all a plications, and of the name 
of the member to whom each is referred for con- 
sideration; but if the proceedings were proper! 
kept—if regular and ain memoranda of the mf 
ceedings of the committee were made, as the 
should be, it would afford ample employment for 
a clerk; and if the clerk does what he ought to do 
and what I am sure the business of the Public 
Lands Committee will demand, as much of his 
time will be occupied as there is of any other 
clerk to a committee. 

One word further: I think the objection to the 
employment of clerks for committees is anything 


| else than one prompted by a proper economy. It 
is, I think, a mistaken kind of economy. ° It js 


well known that, during the last Congress, the 
Committee on Public Lands consumed nearly an 
entire session in making its reports. This is owine 


| mainly to a want of arrangement of the business 


before it, and a clerk will not only save much 
time and labor to the committee, but, in my judg- 
ment, lead to a great saving of the time ‘of this 
House. There is a large amount of applications 
made, and to be made to that committee; and al- 


| though a large part of them may, and I trust will 
| be, reported against, still the labor of acting on 


them promptly and in order should be discharged. 
Mr. STEPHENS. I presume the House fully 


| understands this matter. I do not wish any more 
|, time consumed in its discussion. ‘Time enough has 


already been taken up by it—time enough to pay 
for one or two more clerks than are asked for in 
the resolution. I call for the previous question, 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Has the Chair decided the 
at of the gentleman from Kentucky to be in 
order ? 


The SPEAKER. The question has not been 


| raised. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 
raised. ; 

The SPEAKER. It was raised by the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] and after- 
wards withdrawn. The question recurs on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
STEPHENS. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Is not the question first 
bi the amendment of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky ? 

TheSPEAKER. Itis not. It is in order to 
perfect the original proposition before the ques- 
tion is taken on the substitute. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it not in order to raise 


1 understand that it was 


| the question of order on the substitute proposed 


by the gentleman from Kentucky at this time? 
The SPEAKER. It is too late. 
The question was taken on Mr. StepHens’s 


|, amendment, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the substitute. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Let the yeas and 
nays be taken on agreeing to the resolution as 
amended. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Well, I withdraw the call 


I am for giving the Com- 
mittee of Elections a clerk; but I cannot go for 
a clerk to that committee if it is associated with 
others which I know do not require a clerk. 

[A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by Sipney WeEs- 
sTER, Esq., his Private Secretary.] 

The question was taken on Mr. H. MarsHau’s 
substitute, and it was adopted. 

The question recurred on the resolution as 
amended. 

Mr. HOUSTON demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 74, nays 53; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Barbour, Henry Bennett, Ben- 
son, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Bur- 
lingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caskie, 
Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Covode, Cox, Cul- 
len, Dean, Denver, Dick, Dodd, Dunn, Emrie, Flagler, 
Foster, Granger, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, 
Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, 
Knapp, Knight, Knox, Kunkel, Lindiey, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Killian Miller, Morrill, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, 
Perry, Porter, Purviance, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Seward, 
Sherman, Simmons, Stanton, Stephens, Stranahan, Swope, 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Vail, Wade, 
Wakeman, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wil- 
liams, Woodruff, and Woodworth—74. 

NAYS — Messrs. Hendley S. Bennett, Boyce, Branch, 
Carlile, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Davidson, Day, 
Dowdell, Edmundson, Edwards, English, Etheridge, Fauik- 
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= Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, 


Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Smith Miller, Millson, Mott, 
Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Paine, Pearce, Phelps, Pur- 
vear, Quitman, Reade, Richardson, Ritchie, Ruffin, Rust, 


Florence. Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Hoffman, Hous- | 


Savage, Scott, Spinner, Shorter, Stewart, Waldron, War- 


ner, Watkins, Winslow, and John V. Wright—53. 
So the resolution as amended was adopted. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted ; and that the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 


there is upon your table a joint resolution from 
the Senate to supply deficiencies for printing, 
which | think ought to be taken up and disposed 
of. I move that it be taken up. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to taking 
from the table the Senate joint resolution ‘* to 
supply a deficiency in the appropriations for print~ 
ing for the second session of the Thirty-Third 
Congress ?”” 

Mr.STANTON. If I understand the resolu- 
tion itis one of the appropriation bills which have 
originated in the Senate, and I object to it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It is not an appropriation 
pill, Itis merely a resolution to provide for the 
payment for the printing of documents which gen- 
ilemen themselves have ordered. 
fund has been exhausted, and unless there is some 
action the whole of this printing business is likely 
to be blocked. The resolution simply provides 
that the appropriations for the printing of the 
Thirty-Fourth Congress may be taken to supply 
the deficiencies for the printing of the Thirty- 
Third Congress. Gentlemen have ordered the 
documents and it is now necessary that there 
shoud be some provision made for the payment 
of the printing. 

Mr. STANTON. I withdraw my objection. 

No further objection being made the joint res- 
olution was taken from the Speaker’s table, read 
a first and second time by its title, ordered to a 
third reading, and was accordingly read the third 
time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, called for the pre- 
vious question on the passage of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put; and under 
the operation thereof the resolution was passed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to reeonsider the 
vote by which the resolution was passed, and 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

INCREASE OF THE NAVY. 


Mr. ORR. I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
Navy of the United States by immediately constructing 
fifteen additional steam frigates, not exceeding sixteen hun- 


dred tons burden each, and that they report by bill or 
otherwise. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. I object. 

Mr. ORR. I move a suspension of the rule, 
to enable me to introduce the resolution. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I withdraw the objection. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And I renew it. 

Mr. ORR. I move a suspension of the rule 
for the purpose indicated. 

Mr. JON ES. I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ORR, If the House now adjourns, what 
will be the condition of the resolution on Mon- 
day next? Will it be the first business in order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chairis informed that, 
under the practice of his predecessors, it would 
be the first business in order. 

Mr. ORR. If my friend from Tennessee wishes 
to defeat the resolution by preventing a vote being 
taken, I move that the eas do now adjourn. 
We have no quorum at present. 

Mr. JONES. I do not want to prevent a vote 
being taken. I understand the operation of busi- 
ness here, and know that a vote cannot be pre- 
vented. It will come up next Monday, and every 
Monday, and until it is disposed of one way or 
the other. All I want is my vote on the record. 


I do not think two thirds are in favor of the res- 
olution. 


The printing | 


THE 


The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

The House was then divided on the call for the 
yeas and nays; and there were 16 in the affirma- 


| tive, and 79 in the negative. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I call for tellers on 


the yeas and nays. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Perry and 


| Tuurston were appointed. 


The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 7, noes 34. 

So the yeas and nays were refused. 

Mr. PHELPS. There is no quorum present, 
and I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for tellers 
upon the motion to suspend the rules, 

Tellers were Bas mee & and Messrs. Vam and 


| CumBack were appointed. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 69, noes 32; no quorum voting. 

Mr. ORR. Have the yeas and nays been 
refused ? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. ORR. 
now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House 
accordingly (at two o’clock and forty minutes) 
adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 


They have. 
Then I move that the House do 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, Februery 26, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 





| Senate acommunieation from the President of the 
| United States, transmitting acopy ofa letter of the 
| 7th of March last, from the acting Commissioner 


of the United States in China, and of the regu- 
lations and notifications which accompanied it, 
for such revision thereof as Congress may deem 
expedient, pursuant to the sixth section of the act 


| approved 11th August, 1848; which was ordered 


|} 


to lie on the table and be printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of State, com- 
municating, in compliance with the resolution of 
the Senate of the 21st instant, a statement of the 
number of employés, other than clerks, in the 
State Department, its offices and bureaus, and the 
compensation allowed to each; which, on motion 
by Mr. Apams, was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Also, a report of the Postmaster General, com- 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate, information in relation to the frequent 


| failures of the northern mail in its transmission 


to the city of Washington; which was, on motion 
by Mr. Sruarr, referred to the Committee on the 


| Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be 


printed. 

Also, a report of the Attorney General, com- 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate, the number of persons, other than 
clerks, employed in his office, and the amount of 
compensation allowed to each; which was, on 
motion by Mr. Apams, referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. BIGLER presented a memorial of the 


| Board of Marine Underwriters in the city of Phila- 


delphia, praying for an appropriation for com- 
pleting the piers at Reedy Island, in the Delaware 


| river; which was referred to the Committee on 


Commerce. 

Also, resolutions of the Board of Trade of Phila- 
delphia, in favor of the purchase by the Govern- 
ment of an invention by Commander B. F. Sands, 
of the Navy, for obtaining specimens of the bot- 
tom in deep-sea soundings; which were referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of 
W.G. Mosely, a deputy surveyor in Florida, 
praying for compensation for losses sustained bY 
rim in consequence of the recent Indian outbreak 
in that State; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. FISH presented a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of New York, in favor of an appropriation 
for the repair of the structures erected by the 


'| General Governmentupon the quarantine grounds 


‘| near the city of New 


ork; which was referred 
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| and the amount of appropriation. 
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to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed, 


Mr. MASON presented the memorial of Rich- 
ard Forrest, a lieutenant in the Navy, who had 


been placed upon the reserved list, praying to be 
restored to his tormer position mn the service; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 


Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of Thomas J. Manning, a 
commander in the Navy, who had been placed 
upon the reserved list, praying to be restored to 
his former position im the service; which was 
referred tothe Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CASS presented the memorial of the in- 
mates of the West Branch United States Military 
Asylum, at Harrodsburg, Kentucky, praying 
that that institution may not be abolished; altel 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MALLORY presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Florida, in favor of the establish- 
ment of a new collection district in that State, to 
be called the district of Tampa; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HUNTER presented a memorial of Thomas 
L. Preston and others, praying that the times for 
holding the United States district court at W ythe- 
ville, in the western district of Virginia, may be 
changed; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs of Robert Me- 
Connel!, praying for remuneration for depredations of the 
Creek Indians in 1813, be withdrawn from the files of the 


Senate, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 


Ordered, That the resolution of the Legislature of Mieht 
gon, and the petitions of the citizens of Michigan, on the 
files of the Senate, in relation to private land claims in that 
State, be referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITrTEES. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
William R. Combs, submitted an adverse report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Deborah Chaffee, 
rranddaughter of Thomas Dimon, submitted an 
adverse report; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Isaac ¢ ‘arpenter, sub- 
mitted an adverse report; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Rufus K. Lane, sub 
mitted an adverse report; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Benjamin Berry, re- 
ported a bill granting a pension to Benjamin berry, 
a soldier of the Revolution; which was read the 
first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. FISH, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred a bill for the relief 
of the widows and orphans of the officers, sea- 
men, and marines of the United States sloop of 
war Albany, and for other purposes, reported it 
with an amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the payment of invalid and other pensions, for 
the year ending June 30, 1857, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read twice by its ttle, and 
ostponed untilto-morrow. He gave notice that 
he should ask the Senate to proceed to the con- 
sideration of the bill to-morrow, at one o'clock. 


ADDITIONAL SLOOPS OF WAR, 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reported a bill to authorize the con- 
struction of ten sloops of war; which was read a 
first and second time by its title. 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, the bill whith 
is now presented from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs is identical in language with the bill intro- 
duced two years ago for the construction of six 
steam frigates, except as to the number of vessels 
The Secretary 
of the Navy last year recommended the construc- 
tion of seven steam sloops; but circumstances 
have transpired since—particularly the loss of 
two vessels—which have induced the Secretary 


| now to recommend the construction of ten instea« 


of seVen steam sloops. ‘There can be no contre- 
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versy about the bill, and I hope it will be con- 
xidered now. If the Senate shall disagree as to 
the number of vessels, it may be well to allow it 
to lie over for investigation as to that point; but 
the Secretary of the Navy, whose communication 
I have now before me, concurs in the opinion of 
the committee, that the number should be ten 
sloops instead of seven. | ask for the considera- 
tion of the bill now. 

The PRESIDENT. 
consent. 

Mr. HUNTER. 


some time to consider this bill. 


It requires unanimous 


I hope we may be allowed 
lt is a very im- 


vortant one, ! 


Mr. MALLORY. As there is objection to its 
consideration now, I give notice that I shall ask 
that the bill be considered at one o’clock on 
Monday next. 

ARSENAL IN WASHINGTON. 


Mr. BROWN submitted the following resolu- 
tien; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate on which of the public grounds 
in the city of Washington be selected the site fora building 
to be used for the preservation of the ordnance, arms, &c., 
of the United States, under the act approved March 3, 1855 ; 
and especially if said site has been selected on the Mall, 
aud if so, on What part of it. 


PAY OF SURVEYORS OF CUSTOMS. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, submitted the following 
resolution; Which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolwed, That the Conmnittee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the justice and propriety of increasing the 


compensation of the surveyors of the customs for the ports 
of Galena, Llinois, and Dubuque, Lowa. 


ARRIVALS OF PASSENGERS IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 
Mr. SUMNER submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
10 consider the expediency of amending the act of 2d March, 
1819, entitled ** An act regulating passenger ships and ves- 
sels,’? so as to secure completeness in the annual returns 
to the Department of State of passengers arriving in the 
United States ; and especially so as to require returns of 
those arriving by land, as well as those arriving by sea. 


IMPROVEMENT OF HARBORS IN WISCONSIN. 


Mr. DODGE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Seeretary of War be requested to 
inform the Senate what amount of the appropriations, 
made by the act of August 30, 1852, for the improvement otf 
the harbors of Manitowoc, Sheboygan, Racine, Milwaukie, 
and Kenosha, in the State of Wisconsin, has been — 
in the improvement of each of said harbors ; and, also, the 
amount of those appropriations remaining unexpended and 
applicable to said improvement. 


POST ROUTE IN ARKANSAS. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing, by law, a post route from St. Charles, in the 
county. of Arkansas, by way of De Witt, to Brownsville, in 


Prairie county, in the State of Arkansas, and report by bill 
or otherwise. 


EXPLORATION BY CAPTAIN MARCY. 


Mr. FOSTER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate to the Senate a copy of the 
report, with the maps, of an exploration of the Big Witeh- 
itaw, and the head waters of the Brazos rivers, made by 
Captain R. B. Marey, of the United States Army, while 
engaged in locating lands for the Indians of Texas in the | 
year 13M. 

NATURALIZATION LAWS. 


Mr. BRODHEAD submitted the following res- 


olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to Inquire into the expediency of purchasing, for the use of 
Senate, copies of a * Manual of the Laws of the United 
States, on the subject of naturalization, passengers, and 
passenger ships, laws of the several States in relation to 


emigrants,” &c., compiled by H. D. Johnson aad W. C. 
Reddal, of the State Department. 


LIPPINCOTT’S GAZETTEER. | 
The resolution submitted by Mr. Sewarp, for 
the purchase of seventy copies of Lippincott’s 


Gazetteer of the World, for the use of the Serfate, || the bill reported by the Committee on Commerce || 
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| was, on his motion, referred to the Committee | to establish the collection districts of the Unite 
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to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of || States and designating the ports of entry and the 
| the Senate. ! 


CHARGES AGAINST NAVAL OFFICERS. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Houston on Thursday last, was, on his motion, 
taken from the table and agreed to: 


to furnish, as soon as practicable, to the Senate, all reports, 
complaints, allegations, charges, and specifications of 


charges preferred against Commodore G. J. Pendergrast, 1] 
especially if any made by Lieutenant William May, when 


| said Pendergrast was in command of the United States 
| steamship Saranac, on the Home station; and to inform the 


Senate what action was had thereon by the Department, 
and if no action was had, the reason therefor, 
And that the Secretary of the Navy be further requested 


| toinform the Senate of all complaints, charges, allegations, 


reports, and specifications of charges made against said 


| G. J. Pendergrast, 8. F. Du Pont, John 8. Misroom, Sylva- 


| on board the United States ship Ohio, under the command | 


| 1840, and 1841. 


nus Godon, and others, when serving as lieutenants when 


of Commodore Isaac Hull, in or about the years 1838, 1839, 
And further, the Secretary of the Navy is 


| requested to inform the Senate whether these and other 


charges, reports, and allegations, with the correspondence 


| of the Navy Department thereon, against said Pendergrast 


and the aforesaid officers, were investigated by the naval 
retiring board assembled in June and July last, under an act 
of Congress approved February 28, 1855. 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to establish an ad- 
ditional term of the circuit court of the United 


States for the eastern district of Arkansas, and 
| to provide for appeals from the .district court of 
| the western district of Arkansas in criminal cases. 


Mr. BIGLER gave notice of his intention to 


_ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 


completion of the piers at Reedy Island, in the 
river Delaware. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BROWN, in pursuance of previous notice, 


asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to | 


authorize the selection of the residue of the lands 


granted by the act of Congress of September 20, | 


1850, June 10, 1852, and February 9, 1853; which 
was read twice by its title, ak referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, in pursuance of previcus 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to amend an actentitled ‘* An act to establish 
a court for the investigation of claims against the 
United States,”’ approved February 24, 1855; 


| which was read twice by its title, and referred to 


the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. BIGLER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill making 


| an appropriation for continuing the improvement 


of the harbor of Erie,in the State of Pennsylva- 


| nia; which was read twice by its title, and re- 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 
CHANGE OF NAMES OF VESSELS. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I nowask the Senate to take up 
and consider Senate bill No. 106, reported by the 
Committee on Commerce, ** authorizing the Sec- 


| retary of the Treasury to change the names of 


vessels in certain cases.’’ Its object is to do away 
with the necessity of special legislation in every 
case of this nature. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was read 
the second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. It proposes to empower the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to authorize the owner or 


| owners of any vessel tochange her name when, 
in his opinion, there shall be sufficient cause for 
| so doing; and it gives him power to establish such 
| rules and regulations as he may deem proper for 
that purpose. 


Mr. HAMLIN. The phraseology of the bill 
would be improved by striking out the word 
" empowered, *and inserting the word ‘* author- 
ized”’ in its place. I move that it be amended in 
that way. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. [also move to strike out the 
word ** authorize’? where it occurs in the bill, and 
insert ** permit.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, and was read the third 
time and passed. 

COLLECTION DISTRICTS, 
Mr. HAMLIN. lLask the Senate to take up 


| 





| 
| 
1 
esolw Thi Secre ° » Navy sted || - 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested | mittee of the Whole. 


| ports of delivery in the same. I do not ask to 
| have it considered at this time; I wish to have it 
_ taken up merely for the purpose of fixing a time 
when the Senate will consider it. . 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
_read the second time, and considered as in Com- 


Mr. HAMLIN. I now desire to say to the 
Senate, that this isa bill which simply defines 
_ the limits of the existing collection districts jp 
| the United States. It will be found that, since the 
original act of 1796 I think, but I forget the pre- 

cise date, by which the collection districts were 
established along our coast, many districts have 
been divided; many new districts have been 
formed; and it has been ascertained, upon accu- 
rate investigation at the Department, that there 
are great sections of the country over which the 
| limits of no district extend, in which towns of 
| importance are growing up; in other words, it 
becomes actually impossible for the Department 
| to determine in many cases to what, if any, dis- 
| trict certain portions of the country belong. It, 
| therefore, becomes necessary to pass this bill to 
define and establish the limits of each collection 
| district. So far as the known limits of the exist- 
ing districts can be ascertained, they have been 
| very generally followed in this bill, although some 
alterations have been made for reasons well known 
at the Department. I ask that Tuesday next 
may be assigned for the consideration of this bill, 
, and that it may be made the special order for that 


day. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PILOTAGE. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Task the Senate to proceed 
to the consideration of Senate bill No. 13—* A 
bill relating to pilotage.’’ It was ordered to be 
engrossed on Thursday last; but its third reading 
was postponed at the instance of the Senator from 
New York, [Mr. Fisu.] He has found on ex- 
amination that the objections which he supposed 
might exist were not well founded in fact, and I 
think there will be no objection to its passage. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
read a third time and passed. 


THE CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of Mr. 
CLayTon’s motion to refer to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations the letter of Lord John Russell, 
of January 19, 1853, in reference to the treaty of 
April 19, 1850. 

ir. BELL, of Tennessee, spoke at some length 
upon the present condition bf ous relations with 
Great Britain. His speech will be published here- 
after in the Appendix. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, it is known 
to me, as it is probably known to the Senate, that 
the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Ctayton,]} who 
introduced this subject to our notice, has calcu- 
lated to be heard in the course of the debate, and 
that he is now sick. With reference to his con- 
venience, therefore, I desire that this subject may 
be postponed. Perhaps I may desire to say some- 
thing on it myself, move that the Senate ad- 

ourn. 
P The PRESIDENT. Will the Senator with- 
draw the motion to allow the Chair to announce 
the signing of certain enrolled bills? 

Mr. SEWARD. Certainly. 

Mr. TOUCEY. There is a message from the 
Executive on the table, which I hope will be 
taken up and read. For that purpose I move to 
poneene the consideration of the subject before 
the Senate until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL AND RESOLUTIONS SIGNED. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Barcray, one of their 
Clerks, announcing that the Speaker had signed 
the following enrolled bill and joint resolutions; 
which were thereupon signed by the President 
pro tempore: 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to change the name of the French-built brig 
Vigie to ae ‘ a. 

resolution for the appointment of Regents to 

fill the vacancies in the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution; and 

A resolation to supply a deficiency in the 
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appropriation for printing for the second session 
of the Thirty-T hird Congress. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message which had been received from 
the President of the United States, by Mr. Wes- 
<rer, his Secretary, transmitting, and recommend- 
ing to the favorable consideration of Congress,a 
communication from the Secretary of War ask- 
ing for a special appropriation of $3,000,000 to 
prepare armaments and ammunition for fortifica- 
tions, and to increase the supply of small-arms 
for the use of the United States Army and the 
militia of the several States. The message was, 
on motion by Mr. Sewarp, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 

Mr. MALLORY. I desire to have taken up, 
for the purpose of making it the special order 
for to-morrow week, the bill which I yesterday 
reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs 
to amend an act to promote the efficiency of the 
Navy. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
postponed to, and made the special order of the 
day for, Wednesday, the 5th of March. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, February 26, 1856. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Prayer 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid | 


before the House the following communications, 
which were disposed of as indicated below: 

I. A communication from the President of the 
United States, transmitting a copy of a letter of 
jth of March last, from the acting Commissioner 
of the United States in China, and of the regula- 
tions and notification which accompanied it, for 
such revision thereof as Congress may deem 
expedient, pursuant to the sixth section of the 
act approved August 11, 1848. Referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

11. A communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, inclosing a copy of a letter from Hon. 
John W. Whitfield, Delegate from Kansas, ad- 
dressed to that Department, stating that the esti- 
mate for the contingent expenses for Kansas for 
the year ending June 30, 1857, is insufficient, and 
begging leave to recommend that the amount 
may be increased to $1,500. Referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Ii. A communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, submitting copies of the presentment 
of the grand jury, and letters of the surgeon of the 
Marine Hospital and the United States district 
attorney at Mobile, urging the expediency of 
purchasing, for the use of the hospital, an addi- 
tional lot of ground. Referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

IV. A communication from the Department of 
the Interior, transmitting therewith supplement- 
ary estimates of appropriations required during 
the fiseal year ending 30th June, 1857, on account 
of surveying services in New Mexico and Utah; 
the same being based upon information received 
by the Department since the preparation of the 
regular annual estimates for that year. Referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

V. A communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, transmitting therewith a report from the 
Fourth Auditorof the Treasury Department, ex- 
hibiting, in tabular form, the pay and allowances 
of the several officers of the Navy and marine 
corps of the United States, showing the entire 
compensation paid to each out of the appropria- 
tions applicable to the naval service, for the fiscal 
year ending 30th June, 1855; prepared in com- 
pliance with the resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives passed June 14, 1848. Laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of 
the following titles; which thereupon received 
the signature of the Speaker: 
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An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- | 


ury to change the name of the French-built brig 
Vigie to Minnie. . 

A resolution for the appointment of Regents to 
fill the vacancies in the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

A resolution to supply a deficiency in the ap- 
propriations for the printing of the second session 
of the Thirty-Third Congress. 

REGENTS OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following appointments as Regents to 
supply the vacancies in the Board of Regents of 
the Smithsonian Institution, on the part of the 
House, viz: Hiram Warner, of Georgia; James 
Meacuam, of Vermont; Wiriiam H. Eneéuisn, 


+ of Indiana. 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 

The SPEAKER. Reports are in order from 
the standing committees of the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I presume there 
are not many committees ready to report, while 
there are many members who have bills they 
desire to introduce. I have none myself; but I 
propose that half an hour or an hour be devoted 
to a call of the House by States, for the purpose of 
allowing gentlemen to introduce such bills as will 
not give rise to debate or controversy, and which 
they merely wish to introduce for the purpose of 
reference. 

Mr. CRAIGE. That is precisely the resolu- 
tion which we tried to act under one day last 
week. 4 

Mr.HOUSTON. The object of the gentleman 
from Tennessee may be accomplished by limiting 
the resolution to bills and resolutions to which no 


| objection shall be made; so that a person shall 


not be cut off from objecting to the bill by a 
demand for the previous question. If it is so 
understood, the Speaker will aid in carrying into 
effect the order of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
proposition of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee: it 
is, that one half hour be devoted to the reception, 


| on the call by States, of such bills as shall not be 


objected to either as to their introduction or their 
reference. 
Mr. CRAIGE. 


I object. 
Mr. JONES. 


Then | presume the Chair will 


| call for reports frdm committees; and as soon as 


we get through them—and there are very few of 

them—then it will be in order to call for resolu- 

tions,and gentlemen can then introduce their bills. 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN UTAH. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Ihave a commu- 
nication from the Treasury Department in regard 
to appropriations for the erection of public build- 
ings in Utah; and I ask that it be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

It was so ordered. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
The SPEAKER announced that reports from 


| committees were in order. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 will state to the House, 
Mr. Speaker, that the Committee of Ways and 
Means will be ready in the course of half an 
hour to report three of the appropriation bills. 
I have two of them now; but the deficiency bill 
is not yet quite ready, and I wish to report that 
first. 1 will, therefore, ask permission of the 
House to report the bills during the morning, 
after the other committees shall have been called. 


KALAMAZOO AND PALMYRA LAND OFFICES 


Mr. BENNETT, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, to whom was referred 
Senate bill No. 97, entitled ‘‘ An act to continue 
temporarily the land office at Kalamazoo, in the 
State of Michigan,’’ reported the same back to 
the House with an amendment. 

The first section of the bill enacts that the offices 
of register and receiver of the land office of Kal- 
amazoo, in the State of Michigan, and the office 
itself, shall be continued till such time as in the 
opinion of the President they can be discontinued 
without prejudice to the public interests, and that 
until that time the act of Congress of June 12, 
1840, shall not apply to said office or offices. 

The second section enacts that the compensa- 
tion of said register and receiver shall be allowed 
them according to law until the time of discon- 
tinuance. 
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The Committee on Commerce propose an 


amendment in the form of a third section, as fol- 
lows: 


ind be it further enacted, That the provisions of sections 
one and two of this act, are hereby made applicable to the 
land office at Palmyra, in the State of Missouri, and the 
register and receiver thereof. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
agreeing to the amendment. 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. 
one which involves no principle. Ltis one merely 
of convenience. It is said to be necessary on 
account of the business to be closed up at the office 
of Kalamazvo, in the State of Michigan. The 
bill is merely to allow that office to be continued 
until the business of it can be closed up. The 
Committee on Public Lands has reported in favor 
of it; and, if passed at all, it should be passed im- 
mediately. hope, therefore, it will be passed 
now; and I move to put it upon its passage. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I would like to 
hear some good reason assigned, Mr. Speaker, 
for the adoption of this amendment, as well as for 
the passage of the bill itself. The question, l 
suppose, is on the amendment; but I should like 
to know some reason why these land offices at 
Kalamazoo and Palmyra should be continued in 
preference to any other land offices in the United 
States. There is an existing law that, where the 
number of acres unentered in any land office falls 
below the number of one hundred thousand, it 
shall be consolidated with some adjacent office, 
and its business subsequently transacted in that 
office with which it shall have been consolidated 

| Now, | should like to know why these two offices 
| are to be continued, in preference to other offices, 
Consolidations have been going on all over the 
| country, and very properly; and it is a question 
| which commends itself to the consideration of 
| every member of the House, whether, if a change 
is to be made in one or two particular instances, 
as good reasons do notexist for making a general 
law applicable to all of them? There are five 
offices, I believe, in my own State, which have 
been consolidated and united with the office at 
Springfield. 

But it is said that there are controversies pend- 
ing in, these two land offices in respect to the title 
to lands entered there, which render necessary 
the continuance of the offices. It may be true 

| that such controversies are pending, and I sup- 
pose it is true; but it is equally true in respect to 
some other land offices, and I know of no reason, 
even of expediency, justice, or anything else, 
which would warrant the adoption of this exclu- 
sive principle in regard to only one or two land 
offices in the country. 

I am not disposed to enter into a discussion of 
the question now; but in order that it may receive 
that discussion which I believe it ought to reeeive, 
I move to commit the bill and amendment to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

Union, and that they be ordered to be printed, 
so that we may have a chance to see exactly in 
what shape the matter is. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I desire to ask 
whether the bill is accompanied by a report ex- 
planatory of the reasons why it should be passed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that 
it is not accompanied by a report. 

Mr. PORTER. I hope that the motion of the 
gentleman from Illinois will not prevail. The 
amendment provides for the continuance of a land 
office in the State of Missouri, in the district 
which I have the honor to represent. The claims 
for the continuance of the land office at that place 
are the same as those for the continuance of the 
land office at Kalamazoo, as contemplated by the 
original bill presented by the gentleman from 

| Michigan, [Mr. Waxsringe,| and favorably re- 
ported on by the Committee on Public Lands. 

My friend from Illinois [Mr. Harris] speaks 
of the general bill passed by Congress for the 
purpose of abolishing or consolidating land offices, 
when the unentered lands fall below one hundred 
thousand acres. I admit the general policy of 
that law. That I am not prepared to dispute 
But it is contended that, in relation to these par- 
ticular land offices, they ought to be an exception 
from the operation of the general law for a brief 

| period—the length of that period to be determined 
ty the Executive. 

I understand the gentleman from Illinois to say, 
that several Jand offices in the State of Illinois 


That bill is 
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have been consolidated at Springfield, 
State. It may be that there was no good reason 
for their being kept open longer. I presume that 
the same reasons did not exist for their remaining 


in that | 


as do exist for continuing these two offices in | 


question. As regards the land office in Palmyra, 
in my district, | am informed by letters I have 
received from the officers, as well as from citizens 
residing in every part of the land district, that the 
greatest possible inconvenience would result to 


people having business in that land office, if it | 


should be removed, as it will be, if it is removed 
at all, to the city of St. Louis, some one hundred 
and fifty miles distant. 

The House will recollect that, some four years 
ago, a swamp land act was passed by Congress. 
Under that act a number of controversies have 
grown up in which the rights of individuals and 
of the State conflict. Besides that, various con- 
troversies have sprung up in different portions of 


the district in regard to preémption claims and | 


entries under the graduation act of the last Con- 
gress. ‘There are cases now actually pending at 
that office, which may be numbered by hundreds, 


growing out of the swamp land act, and growing | 


out of preémption difficulties, which are set down 
for trial, on different days, from now until July 
next. Witnesses have te subpenaed, and the 
parties notified to attend at Palmyra for the pur- 
vose Of having their cases tried and determined 
before the register and receiver, under the pro- 
visions of existing laws. 


Now, sir, to remove | 


the jurisdiction in these eases to the -~ of St. | 


Louis, one hundred and fifty or one hundred and 
seventy-five miles distant, or to any adjoining 


land district, would involve immense expense and | 
inconvenience upon the part of all the parties con- | | 


cerned; and the whole of this inconvenience, loss, 
and vexation, can be obviated, without any injury 
to the Government, by simply authorizing the 
President of the United States, in his discretion, 


to continue the land office at — for a few || 


months, until these questions which are pending 
before the register and receiver there can be dis- 
posed of. 

This is not an attempt to put money in the 
pockets of the register and receiver of these land 
offices. Itis not in order to keep them in the 
sonny of their pay when there is no neéessit 
for their services, that the passage of this bill is 
asked. No, sir; justice requires, the rights of 
the people and the interests of the Government 
require that these offices should be kept open for 


some short period of time, say six or twelve | 
These officers themselves do not | 


months longer. 
desire that this law should be passed for their 
own sakes. The late register at Palmyra, Mr. 


Harrison, has resigned his office, the amount of 


paying business having been so much reduced as 


to make the place not a desirable one; and Mr. | 


Rush, a resident of Palmyra, appointed in his 
stead. The continuance of the office, then, is not 


desired for the benefit of the incumbents, but, as | 


stated, solely asa matter of justice to the people 
residing in those districts, who have controver- 
sies and business pending at said land offices, 
the speedy and proper determination of which 


concerns the Government as well as themselves. || 


I hope, therefore, that this bill will not be re- 


ferred to the Committee of the W hole on the state | 
of the Union, but that it will be immediately put | 


on its passage. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. 


My friend from | 


Missouri will permit me simply to remark, that | 


if he will allow the bill so to be amended as to 
make it general in its character, so as to give the 
President power, in all cases where he shall 
think proper, to continue land offices after they 
would be removed under the law, I have no 
objection to its passage. 


What I object to is | 


to picking out one or two isolated cases, and | 


legislating for their benefit, while the President 
is allowed no discretion in reference to all the 
other cases. If the gentleman will aecede to such 
an amendment, I will not object to the bill. Let 
the President of the United States be clothed 
with power, in all cases where he shall think the 
public necessity or convenience requires it, to 
continue land offices in districts where the num- 
ber of acres subject to sale has been reduced to 
n number less than that provided for by law. 
Bui, sir, this system of legislating exclusively 
for the benefit of particular cases, in opposition 


| 


_ to every one who desires it, I have something to 


, the matter myself, and he wa# satisfied that the | 


_ pended, for the present, the removal of that office 





SS —— 
be avoided as much as possible. Again, sir: I 
understood the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. | 
Porter] to say that this bill had been recom- | 
mended by the Secretary of the Interior and by | 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office. | 

Mr. PORTER. The gentleman is mistaken. | 
I said that the office at Kalamazoo, and that at | 
Palmyra, were cases which these officers had be- 
come satisfied should be made exceptions to the 
general rule. 7 

Mr. HARRIS. Well, I should like toask the 
gentleman whether the Secretary of the Interior, 
or the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
has ever asked for the passage of this bill? 

Mr. PORTER. The gentleman misunderstood 
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two land offices are about being discontinued and 
unless the bill pass promptly, they will be dis. 
continued, and put the people there who are con- 
cerned to great and bee me expense. We shalj 
incur no expense, or hardly any, by continuin 

these land offices. If a general law is needed, it 


| can be passed hereafter. We can then provide 
| that three or six months’ notice shall be give 


each case, so that purchasers may be enabled - 
make their payments and secure their titles before 
the land office is transferred. I think that such a 
law ought to be passed. The committee were jn 
favor of adopting such a report, but they think 
that this bill ought to pass immediately—that 
these two offices ought to be provided for right 





me. I did not say that these officers had in ex- 
press terms recommended the passage of this bill. 

Mr. HARRIS. I understood the gentleman 
from Missouri to say that the Secretary of the 
Interior and the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office had recommended the passage of this 
bill. My information is, that the Secretary of the 
Interior is opposed to its passage. I would like 
to be informed by the chairman of the Commit 
tee on Public Lands whether this bill is in ac- 
cordance with any recommendation from either 
of these officers, or whether that committee have | 
received information from the Department of the | 
Interior, or from the Genera] Land Office, recom- 
mending the passage of such a bill? 

Mr. LINDLEY. I can say to the gentleman | 
from Llinois, that in company with the gentle- 
man from Michigan [Mr: Wa csrivcGe] | called 
on the Secretary of the Interior in reference to 
this matter, and he spoke very favorably of its 
yassage. i 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must inform | 
gentlemen, that when the floor is yielded by the | 


' gentleman holding it to another gentleman, it must 


be considered as yielded altogether, unless by the 
unanimous consent of the House. 

Mr. ALLEN. If it is the understanding that 
the gentleman from Missouri is to yield the floor 


~~ upon the subject of this bill myself. 

Mr. PORTER. Ihave but a few words to 
say in reply to the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. 
Harris.| So far as the land office at Palmyra is 
concerned, I had an interview with the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office in reference to 


public interest required the further continuance | 
of that land office, as is proposed by this bill; and, 

as I have remarked, upon the application of the | 
Missouri delegation in Congress, he has sus- | 


until Congress may have an opportunity to pass 
this bill, or some similar bill upon the subject. 
He is confident that the public interest, as well 
as that of individuals, would be prejudiced by 
the removal of that land office at the present time. 
It is true, that hehas not formally recommended 
the passage of this bill, but at the same time he 
is satisfied that a bill of this kind ought to pass. | 
I hope, therefore, that the bill will be allowed to 
ass. 

In reply to the gentleman from Illinois, I will 
say that if he desires a general bill, it will be time | 
enough to consider that bill when it isintroduced. 
The Committee on Public Lands have been sat- | 
isfied with the justice of this case, from the facts 
which have been stated. In regard to these offices, | 
they are satisfied that the measure of relief pro- 
posed is necessary and just. The gentleman 
says, however, that a general bill ought to pass; | 
he does not say this particular bill ought to be | 
rejected, ‘Then, suffice it for me to say, that jus- 
tice and expediency require the prompt passage | 
of this bill. General legislation may be consid- 
ered and proved for hereafter. 

Mr. ALLEN obtained the floor, but yielded to 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. I understand 
that the gentleman from Illinois does not object 
to this bill; he only desires that the bill may be 
general. The committee prepared such an amend- 
ment by way of additional section, requiring that 
from three to six months’ notice should be given | 
in advance of the closing up of the affairs of any 
office under the law. But they did not attach that 
amendment to this special bill, because they | 
thought that it would materially embarrass its | 
passage. We shall propose a general bill, that will | 


: et | 
provide for all similar cases. For land offices | 





| 


to the general rule, is one which I think should || already discontinued we have no remedy. These | 


away. As I have said, no additional expense is 
incurred by so doing. It is a mere matter of con- 
venience to the people residing near those offices, 
I think the bill Paghit to pass. I do not know that 
there is a single objection to it. I agree with the 
gentleman from Illinois, that there should be q 
general bill, which shall provide that—say six 
months’—notice shall be published in the neigh. 


| borhood of the closing of any land office, so that 


persons may get their titles. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ihope that the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Aten] will allow the gentle. 
man from New York time to answer the question 
put to him by his colleague, [Mr. Harris.} That 
gentleman inquired whether these bills had been 
recommended, and received the approval of the 
Department having the charge of this particular 
subject? 





Mr. HARRIS. That is the question I should 
like to have answered. 

Mr. ALLEN. I yield in order that it may be 
answered. 

Mr. BENNETT. I have not inquired at the 
Department in reference to these cases myself; 
but I understand that the gentleman from Michi- 
gan, [Mr. WaxBripee,} who is now absent, did 
present them. There is no written communica- 
tion from the Department on the subject that I 
know of. 

Mr. HARRIS. I hada conversation with the 
Secretary of the Interior on this Kalamazoo case, 
and he informed me that it had never been recom- 
mended by him. 


Mr. BENNETT. It may be that it was the 


| Commissioner of the General Land Office to whom 


the gentleman from Michigan presented the bill. 

Mr. HARRIS. The proposition which the 
gentleman has im view, that a certain length of 
time beforehand notice shall be given that a land 
office is to be closed, is not the proposition of 
which I have spoken. The bill reported back 
from his committee is, that the President shall 
have power to continue these offices. His prop- 
osition is not that the President shall have power 
to continue any office, but that a certain length 
of time beforehand notice shall be given thata 
_land office is to be closed—a different thing al- 
together. I think the gentleman, so far from 
having his bill embarrassed by the proposition 
which I submitted to his consideration, would 
secure its speedy passage. If that ee peeve 
were adopted, I would vote for the bill; I cannot 
do so now, because I think that it is partial and 
unjust. 

ir. BENNETT. If this bill is not now passed 
these offices will be discontinued. 

Mr. HARRIS. And other offices are being dis- 
continued every day that ought not to be discon- 
tinued any more than these. 

Mr. BENNETT. A general bill will, I am 
sure, be introduced in order to reach all these 
cases. 


Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I see no reason 





why these two offices should be made an exception 
to all others. There is a land office in my district 
which is now about being discontinued, and the 
same reasons which operate in favor of the con- 
tinuance of the land offices at Kalamazoo and Pal- 
myra would as strongly operate in its favor. The 
same injustice which may be done to the people 
interested in matters connected with these offices 
would be done, unless it is provided for, in the 
case of the land office at Vandalia. I see no reason 
why these particular land offices should be selected, 

and the immediate passage of a bill continuing 

them urged upon the attention of the House at 

thistime. There are justas many contests arising 

out of the swamp land and the graduation acts 
| in the land office at Vandalia as at either of these 
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— uncalled-for patents as at alamazoo and || 
Palmyra. If there 18 reason for the continuance 
of the land offices at those places, then the same || 
reason applies with equal force to the land office | 
,, Vandalia. The same reason will also apply | 
to other land offices in the State of Illinois, which || 
| have the honor in part to represent. There are || 
other offices there which are now about being dis- |, 
continued; and it does seem to me that we are | 
doing injustice to the citizens who are interested 

in the atlairs of these other offices, by specially 

selecting the offices at Kalamazoo and Palm ra, || 
and passing a special bill for their relief. While | 
you refuse to do the same meed of justice to the | 
ogice at Wandalia and other land offices, there can || 
be no reason why this bill should be urged for the 
relief of these two offices in Michigan. I under- 

stand that no recommendation has been made by 

the Department for the passage of this bill. 

Mr. LINDLEY. Has any application been 

made to the gentleman from Illinois by the citi- | 
vens of that land district to have it continued ? 

Mr. ALLEN. No, sir. 

Mr. LINDLEY. In the two cases provided | 

fur by the bill, a plications from the people have | 
been received which show that the operation of || 
the law presses harder on them than upon the 
centleman’s constituents. 
” Mr. ALLEN. I will state that the people of | 
my district intend to abide by the law of the land | 
as itis; and where they neglect to call for pat- | 
ents and to prosecute their contests, they are | 
willing to be put to the additional inconvenience | 
of going to Springfield to have these matters at- 
tendedto. If Congress affords relief to the people || 
of the land districts of Kalamazoo and Palmyra, 
they ought to afford the same relief to the people 
of my district and other land districts of the 
State of Illinois and of the West. There is 
nothing in the reason which has been urged by 
the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, | 
that the exigency of this case requires the imme- | 
diate passage of this bill, which does not apply to | 
other cases, for scarcely a week passes that some 
land office in the West is not discontinued. 

In view of these facts, then, do not believe 
that the bill ought to pass. I believe that it ought 
tobe recommitted to the Committee on Public 
Lands, with instructions to report a bill that will | 
afford relief to the people of all land districts | 
similarly situated. cae the metion to recom- | 
mit; and I call for the previous question. 

The House was divided on the call for the pre- 
vious question; and there were—ayes 54, noes 50. | 

Mr. PHELPS. As there is no quorum voting, 
| call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Pueps and | 
Rircuie were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers report- | 
ed—ayes 90, noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER. The first question is upon | 
the motion, that the bill with the amendments be | 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union, and be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN. My motion was, that the bill 
be referred back to the Committee on Public | 
Lands. 1 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- | 
man from Illinois, [Mr. Harrts,] to refer to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
takes precedence. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for tellers 
on that motion. | 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Hucuston 
and FLorENce were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 20, noes 95—no quorum voting. 
Mr. LETCHER. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were catieal. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 


one in the negative—yeas 64, nays 80; as fol- 
Ows: 








YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Hendley 8. | 
Bennett, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, Williamson || 
- W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, Dowdell, Ed- 
mundson, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Florence, Foster, 
Thomas J.D. Fuller, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Thomas 
+. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Houston, George W. Jones, 
J. ant Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, 
Letcher, sampkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Millson, Norton, 
hadrew Oliver, Orr, Paine, Pearce, ear, Quitman, | 
Want Ritchie, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Scott, Seward, Shorter, | 

liam Smith, Stephens, Talbott, Todd, Tyson, Waruer, || 


gices; and there are there gpebebty just as | 


be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 


|| the bill to the Committee on Public Lands, it was | 


| Knapp, Knight, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Mar- 


| Lands, the question recurs on agreeing to the 








Watkins, Williams, Winslow, Woodworth, Daniel B. 
Wright, and John V. Wright—64. 

NAYS — Messrs. Barbour, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bil- 
linghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw. Brenton, | 
Broom, Burlingame, James UH. Campbell, John P. Camp- 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Chaffee, Ezra 
Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cox, Cumback . 
Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Day, Dick, Dodd, 


| Duan, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Granger, Grow, Kobert B. 


Hall, Harrison, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knight, 
Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, Meacham, Kilhan Miller, 
Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Parker, Pelton, 


| Pennington, Perry, Phelps, Pike, Porter, Purviance, Rob- 


bins, Sabin, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Swope, 
Thorington, Thurston, Trafton, Wade, Waldron, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, and Woodruff—80. 


So Mr. Harais’s motion was disagreed to. | 


Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr: DAY stated that Mr. Nrewors had paired 


| off for two weeks with Mr. WiiutaMs, upon all 


question relating to the Kansas matter. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
ALLEN, it was put; and there were, upon acount— | 
ayes 58, noes 56; whereupon, 
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Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, demanded tellers. | 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of | 
Alabama, and Perry, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- | 

orted—ayes 65, noes 65. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair votes inthe neg- 
ative. 

Mr. ALLEN. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I would inquire 
if the morning hour has expired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I then move that the rule 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I rise to a question of 
order. I believe the previous question has been 
seconded, and the main question ordered to be | 


put. If so, that will carry this matter beyond 
the morning hour. 


The SPEAKER. The point of order is well 
taken. 


The question being on the motion to recommit 


put, with the following result—yeas 72, nays 72; 
as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barkskale, Hendley 8. 
Bennett, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, John P. 
Campbell, Clingman, Williamson R.W. Cobb, Craige, Craw- 
ford, Cumback, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, 
Dowdell, Dunn, Edwards, Elliott, English, Etheridge, 
Flagler, Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Green- 
wooed, Grow, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
I,. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Knox, Leiter, Letcher, Lindley, 
Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Killian Miller, Sith Miller, 
Millson, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Quitinan, Ritchie, Ruffin, 
Savage, Scott, Seward, Shorter, William Smith, Stephens, 
Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Todd, Tyson, Warner, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Watkins, Wells, Williams, Winslow, Daniel 
B. Wright, and John V. Wright—72. 

NAYS — Messre. Barbour, Henry Bennett, Penson, Bil- 
linghurst, Gingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, 
Broom, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Camp- 
bell, Carlile, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Coifax, Com- 
ins, Cox, Dick, Dodd, Emrie, Granger, Robert B. Hall, J. 
Morrison Harris, Harrison, Hoffman, Holioway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Howard, Hughston. Kelsey, Kennett, King, 


shall, Meacham, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Parker, Pennington, Perry, Pike, 
Porter, Purviance, Puryear, Reade, Rivers, Robbins, Rob- 
erts, Sabin, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Strana- | 


| han, Swope, Thorington, Thurston, Wakeman, Waldron, 
| Cadwalader C. Washburne, Israel Washburn, and Wood- 


The SPEAKER. The Chair votes in the nega- 


| tive. 


ruff—72. | 
| 


So the House refused to recommit the bill. 
The SPEAKER. The House having refused 
to recommit the bill to the Committee on Public 


amendment, and then on ordering the bill to a 
third reading. 
Mr. ALLEN, 


I move to lay the bill and 


amendment on the table, and on that motion I 
| ask the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I desire to make an | 


| appeal to the gentleman from Illinois, to with- 


draw his motion to lay on the table, and let this | 


bill be postponed. 


The SPEAKER. The previous question pre- 
cludes the motion to postpone. 
Mr. GREEN WOOD. am satisfied that some 
general legislation ought to take place in reference | 
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to this matter, and I therefore move to reconsider 
the vote by which the House refused to commit 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would inquire 
whether the gentleman from Arkansas voted with 
the prevailing side on the motion ? 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I really do not know— 
were the yeas and nays taken on it? 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays were 
taken, and the Chair is informed that the gentle- 
man from Arkansas voted with the minority. He 
is, therefore, not entitled to move to reconsider. 
The question recurs on the motion to lay on the 
table, 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. Before the 
vote be taken on that motion, I wish to state 
here, that if cenldemen desire it—and perhaps it 
is the better way—I am willing, by general con- 
sent, to have this matter referre back to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. 
will be given to that, 

Mr. BENNETT. I understand that the oppo- 
sition to the bill chiefly arises from the sentiment, 
that the same benefits proposed to be extended to 
the land offices of Kalamazoo ard Palmyra ought 
to be extended to other land office 8. if that be 
the ground of opposition, | hope that by general 
consent the bill will be referred back to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. I will there try to get 
a bill which will satisfy all these offices, by re- 
quiring notices, or by some other form; and the 
difficulty will thus be obviated. I submit a mo- 
tion to reconsider the vote by which the House 
refused to recommit the bill to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

The question was taken, and the vote was re- 
considered. 

The question recurring on the motion to recom- 


mit the bill, it was put; and the motion was agreed 
to. 


l hope general consent 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was here received from the Senate, 


by Assury Dicks, Esq., their Secretary, in- . 


forming the House that the Senate had passed 
the following bills; in which he was directed to 
ask the concurrence of the House: 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to change the names of vessels in certain cases; 
and 

An act relating to pilotage. 


REGENTS OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 
Mr. MEACHAM. Inthe nominations of Re- 


gents of the Smithsonian Institution made by the 
Speaker this morning, | find that my name stands 
in the list. I feel grateful to you, Mr. Speaker, 


| for the honor thus conferred upon me; but I beg 


| sons for making this request. 


of you to erase my name, and appoint some other 
member of this House. Ihave two or three rea- 
In the first piace, 
I have enjoyed the honor and borne the burden 
of that position for a period of four years; and I 
think it betver that the duty should cireulate among 
different members of the body, and that it should 
not remain stationary. Ihave another reason for 
asking to be excused. You, sir, have already 


_— me in a position on a committee of this 


| was read a first and secon 


fouse which demands all my attention. 1 will 
not conceal that I have another reason, which 1 
shall take another time to explain. It is, that I 
cannot approve the present course of that insti- 
tution, if it have any course, and is not merely 
standing still and marking time—the mere mock- 
ery of motion. It is not producing that impres- 
sion upon the country and people which it ought 
tomake. Icannot consent, and will noteconsent, 
to follow an institution whose leader is smitten 
with chronic monomania on a single subject—an 
institution whose line of march,as | believe, runs 
athwart the line of law by which it holds its ex- 
istence. I, therefore, beg of you to aceept my 
thanks and resignation. 

There being no objection, Mr. Meacnam’s res- 
ignation was accepted. 


LAND OFFICES IN MINNESOTA. 

Mr. BENNETT, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill establishing two new 
land offices in the Territory of Minnesota; which 
time by its title, and 


| referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 


| 
‘ 


state of the Union. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message, in writing, was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Sipney 
Wessrtenr, his Secretary. 

APPROPRIATION AND DEFICIENCY BILLS. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, introduced the following 
bills: which were severally read a first and second 
time by their respective titles, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed: : 

A bill to supply deficiencies in the ete 
tions for the service of the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1856; 

A bill making appropriations for the support of 
the Military acodeat for the year ending June 
30, 1857; and 

A bill making appropriations for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United 
States for the year ending June 30, 1857. 

Mr. SEWARD addressed the Chair. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I propose now to move 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. I, however, withhold the mo- 
tion for a moment, for the accommodation of the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Sewarp.] 

Mr. SEWARD. Itis known that, at the time 
the clection of Speaker of the House took place, 
[ was absent from the city. Certain papers in 
my own State and elsewhere have thought an 
to charge me with a dereliction of duty upon that 
occasion. | propose, therefore, to say something 
of the views I entertain upon the subject, and to 
set myself right upon the matter. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I object. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
from New Jersey to withdraw his objection. It 
is a privilege which has been aecorded to others, 
and i appeal > his courtesy to withdraw his ob- 
jecuion. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. If the gentleman will 
say to the House that he will not occupy much 
time, I will withdraw my objection, but if his 
object is to make a speech I must object. 

Mr. STANTON. I renew the objection. I 
am satisfied that this practice of making ore 
explanations does not result in any good, 

{r,.SEWARD. Well, sir, I shall have to call 
on the gentleman from Ohio to extend to me the 
same courtesy that the gentleman from New Jer- 
sey has done, and withdraw his objection. I do 
not propose to detain the House long. 
privilege that has not been denied to any one here- 
tofore, to make explanations of this sort, being 
to some extent personal in their nature. 

Mr. STANTON. Very well; I will withdraw 
my objection. 

Mr. SEWARD. When I left the city, some 
days before the election of Speaker took place, I 
had paired off with the gentleman from Maine, 
{Mr. enna Before I returned, however, the 
time for whic 


- . * ca 
some gentleman from Pennsylvania, f believe, by 
the name of Ropison, for one week; but that 
week expired before I reached the city. 

Now, sir, the object of this attack upon me is, 
to endeavor to fix upon me, acting in connection | 
with the Democratic party, the responsibility—at | 
least in ene the present Speaker 
to the chair which he now occupies. 

Iam sure, Mr. Speaker, that you never sus- 
pee me of sympathizing with you in your po- 

itical sentiments to any extent whatever. I did 
not believe, when I left here, that the Democratic 
vaurty had the power to elect a Speaker; nor did 

believe that that party calling themselves Amer- 
icans here ever intended that any Democrat 
should occupy that chair. The event showed 
that I was right. That portion of the American 


party which had been voting for Mr. Futier the | 
day preceding the election, voted, I believe, for | 


Mr. Arken, of South Carolina, and thereby in- | 
ducing a few of the members of the Democratic 
party of the House to believe that, if the pluralit 
rule were adopted, his election would be cused. 
A plurality resolution was passed. 
‘he day preceding, upon the resolution de- 
claring Mr. Aiken Speaker, the vote was—yeas | 
103, nays 110. Among the yeas were Messrs. 
Futter and Broom, of Pennsylvania, Crark, 
Wuirney, and Vaik, of New York, of the Amer- 


I appeal to the gentleman || 


It isa |} 


|, condemn this 
| same thing for which the Black Republican party 


1 1 had paired off had expired. A || 


colleague from Georgia then anar me off with | precisely the same ground in regard to the repeal 


| 
} 


|| I want the country to understand, that twenty- 








ican party. After the passage of the plurality 
resolution, upon the fourth vote for Speaker, the 
vote stands—Bawnxs 103, Arxen 100. 

The five named gentlemen would not vote for 
Mr. Arken, neither did Mr. Davis, of Maryland, 


or Mr. Cutten, both southern Know Nothings. | 


Add the five votes given for Mr. Arken before 
the plurality rule, and he would have received 105 
votes; add the votes from Maryland and Dela- 
ware, and his vote would have been 107, four 
more than Mr. Banks received when elected. 

Take the absentees—Democrats and Black Re- 
publicans—and they stand nearly equal—and it 
will appear, if they had been present, the result 
would have been the same. Now, sir, where is 
the fault? The Democratic party is in the mi- 
nority, and have been, and have, from the begin- 
ning of the session, been assailed by Know 
Nothings and Black Republicans. 

The Know Nothings in council, in their recent 
convention, arraign the Democratic party before 
the country; but they do not whisper a word 
against the Black Republicans. Why is this, sir? 
Is it because the Black Republicans are better 
Americans than the Democrats? or do they 
wish to avoid a disturbance in the family? If 
southern men believe that Black Republicanism 
is wrong, why not in their national council de- 
nounce it before the American people? The coun- 
try must judge of this. The Democratic party 
passed the Kansas and Nebraska act, allowing 
the people to regulate their domestic institutions 
in their own way, subject only to the Constitu- 
tion, and this is the cause of offense. This is the 
repeal of the Missouri act which makes Know 
Nothings and Black Republicans hate the Demo- 
cratic party. 

Sir, [have said to my constituents at hore, 
and I do not hesitate to say here now, that, if this 
Government has got to be sectionalized, a better 
time has never been presented to the country for 

it to take place than at this moment; because, so 
far as the Constitution of the country, and the 
institution of slavery under it, are concerned, the 
Senate of the United States stands firm against 
all attacks—coming from the Free-Soilers or Abo- 
litionists of the country—made upon that instru- 
ment, or upon that institution; and beyond the 
Senate stands the President of the United States, 
who would protect us in all our constitutional 
rights. If this sectional issue has to be met, let 
us appeal to the people next November—it will 
be for them to settle. 

Now let us look at the condition of this Amer- 
ican party, as shown by their conduct at the 
| convention recently held in Philadelphia. I pro- 
pose to show, by their own resolutions, that they 
dministration for precisely the 


condemns it. The very causes which carried the 
present Speaker into the chair where he now sits, 
are the very causes for which the recent Phila- 
'delphia convention denounced the Administra- 
tion. They, therefore, as a party, stand upon 


of the Missouri compromise, as the Black Re- 
yublicans themselves. Let us see if they do not. 
is the thirteenth section of the platform of that con- 
vention, among the causes of complaint against 


| the present Administration, is this: 


| Its conduct, as shown in reopening sectional agitation 
by the repeal of the Missouri compromise.”’ 

Mr. Speaker, is not that the cause of complaint 
made by you and by those with whom you act? 
Is not that the cause of complaint made by the 
Republican party against this Administration? If 
it is, then, so far as that question is concerned, 
the American party and the Black Republican 

| party are identical. And all I have to say upon 
the subject is, that of those twenty-nine gentlemen 
from the South who are members of this Con- 
| gress, who voted for that platform in the Philadel- 
phia convention, ought to have cast their votes for 
you for Speaker, to have carried out their prin- 
| ciples. 


nine gentlemen from the South, in this Philadel- 
/phia convention, voted for this platform, while 
|only twenty-two voted against it. And those 
twenty-nine gentlemen condemned this Adminis- 
tration because of the repeal of the Missouri 

i That is what they condemn the 





| compromise. 


| Administration for, and that is what the Black 


Republicans condemn them for. 


GLOBE. 


| 
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| Then all I haveto say to Know Nothing Organs 

and to the Know Nothing party, is, that Who. 

they charge me with being false to the institutions 
of the South, in consequence of my not h ; 
been here when the final vote for Speaker wae 
taken—when indispensable business and heavy, 
freshets delayed me in getting back to Wash 
ton, let them examine their own records, and 
how they stand. Let them see whether their prin 
ciples and the principles of the present Speaker 
of the House are not the same in regard to th» 
Missouri compromise. 

My opinion is that there is a sympathy existine 
between the Know Nothings and the Republicans 
of the country. That sympathy was manifested 
a few weeks ago, when the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Cox] made a speech here, and called 
Black Republicans upon the stand as witnesses 
to condemn the Administration, and to ascertain 
| the position taken by certain prominent Deo. 
crats in the last canvass at the North. 

Mr. SAVAGE, (interrupting.) I wish to ask 
the gentleman from Georgia whether he is jp. 
formed as to the fact, whether there was not, afte; 
| the election of Speaker, a caucus held, in whic) 
the South Americans, as they are called, met wit) 
the Republicans for the purpose of nominating 
candidates for the offices of the House? r 

Mr. SEWARD. I have so understood, byt 
have no personal knowledge of the facts. If there 
is any gentleman here who is informed as to the 
facts, I should be glad to have him give that jn. 
formation to the House. 

Mr. COX. Will the gentleman yield to me for 
a moment? 

Mr. SEWARD. If the gentleman has any 
facts to state, | will yield. I will not be called 
upon the witness-stand to be interrogated. 

Mr. COX. Ido not intend to interrogate the 
gentleman. I will make a single remark in re- 
ion to what, has been said by my friend from 

ennessee, [Mr. Savace.] If there was sucha 
caucus as the one to which he has alluded, I was 
not in it. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I am informed that there was 
such a caucus, and that the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Pare] and the American men- 
bers of the Maryland delegation were present atit, 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order for the 
gentleman to cail members by name. 

Mr. PAINE. I have been called by name, and 
am here to answer for myself. Let the gentle- 
man propound his inquiries. I will answer them. 
What is it the gentleman from Tennessee wishes 
| to know? 

Mr. SAVAGE. I made a remark to the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, that I had been informed 
that there was such a caucus as the one referred 
to. 

Mr. PAINE. What caucus? 

Mr. SEWARD. I claimmy right to the floor. 

Mr.SAVAGE. I should like to know whether 
there was such a caucus held. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I did not yield 
| the floor for the purpose of allowing the gentle- 
man from Georgia to go into any extended speech. 

Mr. SEWARD. The gentleman did not yield 
tome. I have the consent of the House to make 
my remarks. I promised not to be long. If 
gentlemen will let me proceed without further in- 
terruption, I shall be brief. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
_ position of the business of the House. 
| Mr. SAVAGE. I hope the House will let the 
_gentleman from North Carolina [ Mr. Patne] state 
' whether or not he participated in the proceedings 
of the caucus to which | have already made re- 
ference. I would be glad to have an answer to 
/my question. If Iam wrong, I shall be glad to 
_have a correction made. 
| Mr. SEWARD. I have no objection to the 
| gentleman’s question being answered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
position of the business. The gentleman from 
Ohio moved that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Pending that proposition he yielded the floor to 
the gentleman from Georgia to make a personal 
explanation. The House consented. The gen- 
tleman from Georgia is entitled to the floor; and 
it is not competent for the House to say what !s 
necessary in order to explain the gentleman’s po- 
sition. If he yields the floor to other gentlemen, 
however, he loses his right to it altogether. 
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Ar. SEWARD. If that be the rule, I hope 
it will be insisted on. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 address myself now to the 
Americans of the South who are upon this floor, 
., know from them whether they have or not 
shandoned the twelfth section of the a 
njatform of the party which was adopted in June 
ot: and whether, by going into the recent con- 
onassembled at Philadelphia, and acting with 
Nothing party, they have substituted 


Jast; 
yenu 
the Know 


for that twelfth section what is the thirteenth | 


ction of the new platform? 1 know from the 
ord that Mr. Zouzicorrer, of Tennessee 
The SPEAKER. It is not in order to call 
members by name in debate. 
“Mr. SEWARD. 1 know that; but there are 
«o many gentlemen from Tennessee that I see no 
other Way to designate them individually. 

A MemBER. 
ville district. 


Bi 





re 
ret 


Mr.SEWARD. The member from the Nash- | 


ville district of Tennessee, then, was a member of 
the last Congress, and voted for the repeal of the 


Missouri compromise, and the passage of the | 


Kansas Nebraska act. He vindicated that meas- 
ure upon this floor in an able speech; yet I find 
jis vote recorded in the proceedings of the late 


convention held at Philadelphia to condemn the | 


repeal of the Missouri compromise. I should 
like, therefore, for the purpose of getting at the 
true position of the American party, to know 
upon what they stand—whether upon the twelfth 


section of the platform adopted in June last, or | 


upon the thirteenth section of the new Philadel- 
phia platform ? 

' Another cause of complaint against this Admin- 
istration is that its course has been vacillating in 
regard to affairs in Kansas and Nebraska. I 
want the southern Americans to tell us how and 
in what manner this Administration has pursued 
a weak and imbecile course in Kansas and Ne- 
braska? Has it not stood erect on this subject? 


It has cautioned Abolitionists of the North and | 

own section of country against | 
erritory of Kansas to do violence. | 
I ask | 


men from m 
entering the * 
lis position has been fair and national. 
gentlemen, when they prefer a bill of indictment 
against the Administration, to make specifications, 
so that the country may fully understand the 
question. I do not want it to be clothed in such 


language, to use the words of the gentleman from || 


Indiana, (Mr. Sheetz,) a delegate to the Phila- 
delphia convention, that the people may not under- 
stand it. He said that the President would be 
elected before the people could understand the 
new platform. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I am responsible to my 
constituents for not having been here. I should 
have preferred to have been here if I could; and 
all lhave to say in conclusion is, that | do not 
dese the sympathy of any man at home or 
abroad who suspects my motives, or questions 
my fidelity to the Constitution of the country and 
the peculiar institutions of the South. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I now insist on 
the motion that the rules be suspended, and that 


the House resolve itself into Committee of the || 


Whole on the state of the Union. 


THE DEFENSES OF THE COUNTRY. 
_Mr.QUITMAN. I hope the gentleman from 
Ohio will not press that motion until | can ask 
the House for unanimous consent to take from 
the Speaker’s table, for reference, the message 


from the President of the United States, received | 


this morning. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


President of the United States: 


To the House of Representatives : 

[herewith transmit, and recommend to the favorable con- 
sideration of Congress, a comimunication from the Secretary 
of War, asking a special appropriation of $3,000,000 to pre- 
pare armaments and ammunition for the fortifications, to 


increase the supply of improved small-arms, and to apply | 


recent improvements to arms of old patterns belonging to 
the United States and the several States. 
. FRANKLIN PIERCE. 
Wasuineton, February 26, 1856. 
Mr. QUITMAN. I move that the message 
and accompanying communication be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


he question was taken; and the message was | 


referred accordin ly. 


Mr. LETCHER. Itstrikes me, Mr. Speaker, 


Say the member from the Nash- 


I yield for that purpose. 
here was no objection, and the Speaker laid | 
before the House the following message from the | 
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as an expenditure of $3,000,000 is involved, that | 
the message ought to go to the Committee of 
| Ways and Means. 

Mr. QUITMAN. The proper direction for | 
the message has, I think, been given to it. The | 
question is first on the principle; it may be sent 
on the appropriation. The latter question may 
be for the Committee of Ways and Means. The 
question is, whether we want the improvement 
age atall. The Committee of Ways and | 
Means is not the proper committee on the prin- 
ciple. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I move 
to reconsider the vote by which the message was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. | 
The question of appropriations for fortifications 
and armaments belongs exclusively to the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
question will be again put on the reference of the | 
message. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. LETCHER. Let the message be again | 
read. ; 

The 

Mr. 
| of the 
The 


message was again read. 
LETCHER. I now ask that the letter 
Secretary of War be read. 
letter was read, as follows: 
War DeParRTMENT, 
WasHINnGTon, February 25, 1856. 

Sir: Improvements in arms and munitions of war having 
been recently perfected, whereby their efficiency has been 
| much increased, it is very desirable that these improve 

ments should be applied, as far and as soon as practicable, | 
| to the arms on hand, both in the Government arsenals 
and in the possession of the States. Although our present 
|| supply of arms is as good as, and probably superior to, 
|| those of the same date of manufacture of any other nation, 
we should have, in the use of them in their present condi- 
tion, to cope at disadvantage with others who may have 
been beforehand with us in the actual application to their 
arms of the recent improvements. It has been our policy, 
heretofore, to carry on, gradually and slowly, the work of 
preparation for military efficiency, both offensive and de- 
fensive; and in pursuance of this policy the estimates of the 
War Department, from year to year, have been limited to 
the execution of such work only as accorded with the ordi- 
nary means of our armories and arsenals, with but a small 
force of operatives in employment. The regular estimates 
last submitted to Congress are based on these considera- 
tions. In view, however, of the propriety of assuring, at 
|| the earliest practicable period, military efficiency as regards 
| armament and munitions, (we have it abundantly as regards 

men,) it seems proper that more active and vigorous meas- 
| ures should now be adopted ; that we should increase the 
| capacity for production and the force in employment at 
our armories and arsenals; that we should prepare more 
rapidly armaments and ammunition for our fortifications; 
that we should increase our supplies of improved small-arms 
|; by the manufacture of new ones, and by the alteration of 

those of past dates of fabrication, including both the United 
| States and State arms; and that we should provide ample 
supplies of ammunition, accouterments, and implements 
for the immediate and most efficient use of the whole. 

In order to etfect this, it is necessary that more than or- 
dinary means be placed at the disposal of the Executive ; 


and | respectfully suggest and recommend that application | | 


| be made foran early appropriation of 33,000,000 for increas- 
ing the military efficiency of the country, to be applied at 
| the discretion of tf President towards the objects before 
stated. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
Secretary of War. 


To the PResipENT. 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire to say, sir, after 
hearing the communication, and finding that it 
relates to the manufacture of arms and armories 
for the most part, that I withdraw all objection to 
its reference tothe Committee on Military Affairs. 
If, when the matter comes to be considered by 
that committee, they find that it is necessary to | 
carry out these improvements, they will of course 
make a recommendation to the House for its 
action, and that recommendation will go to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. A part, cer- 
| tainly, of that communication should go to the 
| Committee of Ways and Means. I hope it will 
|| be referred to that committee; if not, that it be 
|| referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
|| state of the Union. 

Mr. ORR. The Committee on Military Af- 
fairs may report that there is no necessity to ask 
for an appropriation. It should then first go to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, for their con- 
sideration and report thereon. There is a tea- 
dency in the Committee of Ways and Means to 
absorb the entire legislation of the House. I do 
_ not make the remark out of any unkindness to 
| the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Campse t,} or of 

his ability to preside over that committee; but 


I say that such has been the tendency of the | 





| Mr. ORR. 
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Mr. PHELPS. With the permission of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, I desire to say a 
word. AsI understand the communication from 
hearing it read, it proposes to make additional 
estimates of the ougendinareh of the Government. 
The House has already referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means the annual estimates for the 
expenditures of the Government for the next 
fiscal year. Under the order of the House, that 
committee must take into consideration the amount 
of money which shall be appropriated for the pur- 

ose of arming the fortifications already erected 

That committee must take into consideration the 
amount of money necessary to be appropriated 
for the purpose of keeping up your armories, and 
for the purpose of changing the fire-arms you 
already have in the arsenals of the United States, 
and also in the State arsenals. The same subject- 
matter, then, in every particular mentioned in that 
communication, has already, by the action of the 
House, been referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means; and the only additional matter con- 
tained in this communication is, that the Secre- 
tary of War recommends that an appropriation 
shall be made at an earlier period than it would 
be made if made in the regular order of the appro- 
priation bills, and that the amount appropriated 
for the purpose therein mentioned shall be in- 
creased over and above the estimates submitted 
at the commencement of this session of Congress. 

For these reasons, then, | believe it right that 
the message should be referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, which already has charge 
of the same subject-matter. 

In reply to a remark which fell from the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, that the Committee of 
Ways and Means have sought to absorb the 
legislation of Congress, I think he is mistaken in 
reference tothat matter. There has been no dis- 
position, during the time I have served upon that 


| committee, on the part of the members of that 
| committee, to absorb the legislation of Congress. 
| On the contrary, there has been an attempt on the 
| part of the members of the House to put upon 


the appropriation bills, ee by that com- 
mittee, measures which ought to have been carried 
through upon their own merits, in separate bills. 
Mr.ORR. lLask the gentleman from Missouri 
to allow me to read the 91st rule? 
Mr. PHELPS. Certainly. 
The 91st rule says that— 
‘¢ It shall be the duty of the Committee on Military Affairs 
to take into consideration all subjects relating to the military 
| establishments and public defenses which may be referred 
to them by the House, and to report their opinion thereupon; 


; and also report from time to time such measures as may 


contribute to economy and accountability in the said estab- 


| lishments.”? 


Mr. PHELPS. I am aware of the require- 
ments of that rule; but neither the President of 
the United States, nor the Secretary of War, 
recommends any change in the existing law. 
There is no recommendation to change any exist- 
ing law regulating the military establishments of 
the country, contained in that communication 
Gentlemen may think there is, but they are mis- 
taken. 

[ say that all the appropriations which are made 
for arming the fortifications of the country come 
from the Committee of Ways and Means. That 
Committee has, for along series of years, always 
considered the amount which it is proper and 
necessary to appropriate for such purposes; but 
if it be suggested that new fortifications shall be 
established in this country, let me say that that 
is a matter of which the Committee on Military 
Affairs have jurisdiction, and the Committee of 
| Ways and Means none. 

Mr. QUITMAN. When the Executive De- 
partment of this Government recommends an 
alteration in the military affairs of this Govern- 
' ment, [ think it is due to this House, due to the 
representative branch of this Government, that 
such recommendations should be deliberately 
reflected upon by a committee of this House, 
preliminary to an copereennes being made. 

Mr. PHELPS. In reply to the gentleman 


|| from Mississippi, I will say, that the matter 


simply resolves itself into the question, how much 
money shall be appropriated for the purpose of 
| keeping up the military establishments of the 
country? That message only recommends that 
alarger amount of money shall be expended for 
the manufacture and improvement of ordnance. 





Committee of Ways and Means. 


It also contains the other recommendation, that 





i 
=: 
‘= 
= 
: 
a 
4 
} 
f 
Le 
ie 





508 


provision shall he made for changing st see | priations shall be referred to the Committee on 


ire-arms, and for adopting some other descrip- 
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tion of fire-arms, and some improvements upon 


the old ordnance. 


Mr. QUITMAN. Does the gentleman con- 


tend that the opinion of a committee of this House 


of Representatives ought not to be had upon this | 


very important subject? . 

Mr. PHELPS. ‘I suppose that, if the gentle- 
man from Mississippi had referred to the legisla- 
tion of last Congress, he would not have made 
that inquiry; because, at the last session of Con- 
gress, we made an appropriation for a certain 
amount of money to be expended during the 


fiscal year, for the purpose of introducing these | 
very improvements into the fire-arms of the coun- | 


try. So much of it was to be a as the 
Secretary of War thought could 


ye judiciously | 


expended, and as the on exigencies required. 


Now, the Secretary thinks that the exigencies 
require a larger amount of money to be expended 


for this purpose than it was thought proper to | 


recommend at that time. If you pursue the usual 
course, the recommendation for this appropria- 
tion ourht to come from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, which has the charge of all estimates 
relating to these branches of the public service. 
These are the reasons, Mr. Speaker, why I 


think the message should be referred to the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means. 


Mr HOUSTON. [| suppose, Mr. Speaker, 


it is competent for the House to divide this mes- 
sage; and, with a view to accommodate both 


committees, I shall pecoees to refer so much of it | 


as relates to the manufacture of new arms, or to 
the changes proposed to be made in the arms, to 


the Committee on Military Affairs, and the bal- | 
ance of it to the Committee of Ways and Means. | 


I am satisfied that, if gentlemen of the Committee 


on Military Affairs will look at this subject, they | 


will find that almost all of this message should go 


fortification shall be proposed in any communica- | 
tion to Congress, if a new kind of arms shall be | 


proposed in any communieation to Congress, the 


ination of a proposition of that sort always goes | 


to, or originates with, the Committee on Military 
Affairs. Any military defense which is not now 
in operation, or may not be brought into operation 
under existing laws—the inerease of the Army, 
the decrease of the Army, a change in the grades 
of officers of the Army or of the rank, or what not 


—all of such changes or propositions to change | 


should go to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
But whenever you sanction by law the erection of 
a fortification, or any other thing, after it has been 
once passed upon in the Committee on Military 
Affairs, then it passes under the jurisdiction of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, which is the 
appropriating committee of this House; and it 


does not again go back to the Committee on Mil- 


itary Affairs. 
Now, sir, Lunderstand this message a little differ- 


ently from the understanding which other gentle- | 


men seem to entertain of it. ‘The messave, asks 


for a special appropriation for the purpose of arm- | 


ing fortifications and executing works which are 
already commenced. It asks for appropriations 
in addiuion to the estimates which have been sub- 


mitted, and which are now before the Committee | 


of Ways and Means; and these estimates, as I 
view them, ought to go to the committee which 


now has charge of estimates on the same subject. | 


The amount to be appropriated, docs not depend 


upon the change of arms alluded to in the mes- | 


sage. Whether the character of the arms be 
changed or not, the appropriation, 1 understand, 
is desired. If the Military Committee should 
report adversely to the reeommendation as to the 
change in the character of arms, still the appropri- 
ation is desired, because the Government desires 


to Increase the military strength of the country; | 


and that being so, my opinion 1s, that the amount 
to be appropriated ought to go to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, and ought to come up in the 
appropriation bill for fortifications which thatcom- 
mittee is now passing upon; and whether these 


new arms are to be introduced, or the change is | 


; 


Vays and Means. 

The SPEAKER. The first proposition is the 
motion of the gentleman from Mississippi, to refer 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. LETCHER. | seer, Mr. Speaker, to 
stand somewhat alone here, among the members 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, in my 
views in relation to the appropriate reference of 
the communications of the President and Secre- 
tary of War. Now, I think that I am as jealous 
of the rights of the committee to which I am 
attached as any man on this floor; and I should 
require, just as sternly as any other member of 
that committee, that every proposition which 
legitimately belongs to it should be referred to it. 
But in looking over this proposition, it does seem 
to me that it does not legitimately belong to the 
Committee of Ways and Means at the present 
time. Now, sir, let ws see what are the objects 
proposed to be effected by this appropriation of 
$3,000,000: 


“Tt has been our policy heretofore?’—says the Secretary 
of War—* to carry on, gradually and slowly, the work of 
preparation for military efficiency, both offensive and de- 
fensive ; and in pursuacce of this policy, the estimates of the 
War Department, from year to year, have been limited to the 
execution of such work only as accorded with the ordinary 
means of our armories and arsenals, with but a small force 
of operatives in employment.”? 


That is the first proposition as to the amount 
of force now in the armories and arsenals of the 
United States, and as to the necessity of an in- 
crease of that force in order to meet the exigencies 
which now present themselves before the country. 
Well, what next ?— 

“The regular estimates last submitted to Congress are 
based on these considerations. In view, however, of the 
propriety of assuring, at the earliest practicable period, mili- 
tary efficiency as regards armament and munitions, (we 
have it abundantly as regards men,) it seems proper that 
more active and vigorous measures should now be adopted ; 


| that we should increase the capacity for production, and 


. . | the force in employment at our armories and arsenals ; that 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. Ifa new | ne, : 


we should prepare, more rapidly, armaments and ammuni- 
tion for our fortifications ; that we should increase our sup- 
plies of improved smail-arms, by the manufacture of new 
ones, and by the alteration of those of past dates of fabriea- 
tion, including both the United States and State arms; and 
that we should provide ample supplies of ammunition, 
accouterments, and implements for the immediate and most 
efficient use of the whole.” 

Now, sir, it seems that a contingency has arisen 
which has called forth from the President of the 
United States, and from the Secretary of War, 
this recommendation to the House of Represent- 
atives. What that necessity may be I know not; 
but that necessity presupposes that, under exist- 
ing circumstances, the manufacture of armsshould 
be increased, ammunition provided, aud other 
means resorted to for the protection of the country. 

Well, suppose these various propositions are 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Does that committee know anything of the ne- 
cessity of augmenting the force ofethese arsenals, 
or of the change to be made in the arms? Do 
we know anything about the necessity which 
may exist for ‘ assuming, at the earliest practi- 
cable period, military efficiency as regards arma- 
ments and munitions’’—of the necessity there is 
for the increase of ** the foree in employment at 
our armories and arsenals,” and the more rapid 
preparation of ‘‘armaments and munitions for 
our fortifications?’’? Do notall these reeommend- 
ations legitimately and properly belong to the 
Committee on Military Affairs? 

When the Committee on Military Affairs have 


considered these subjects—when they have ascer- 


tained how far the Secretary and President are 
correct in their recommendations, whether there 
is a necessity for the proposed increase—when 
they present their views to the House, and the 
House acts upon them, and determines, as a mat- 
ter of course, that an appropriation is necessar 

to carry out these purposes, and ask an appropri- 
ation, it seems to me that the Committee of Ways 
and Means are the legitimate and proper com- 


mittee to consider that subject; but the first in- 


to be approved by the Military Committee, is a. 


separate and distinet thing. I propose, therefore, 
thatso much of the message as relates to the man- 


ufacture of a new character of arms, or toa change | 


of arms, shall be referred to the Committee on 


Milttary Affairs, and that which refers to appro-_ 


quiry to be made in regard to this matter is, 
whether the Secretary of War and the President 
will be sustained in their recommendations by 
the House? If the Committee on Military Affairs 
say there is no necessity for the recommendations, 


| then there is no oceasion for any reference to the 


_Committee of Ways and Means of the subject 


of an appropriation. 
Mr. rir. I am not sufficiently familiar 


_ with the organization of the committees to give 
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| any advice upon the subject under Uebucdion 
The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Extenes) 
says, however, that he is very jealous of the 
rights of his committee. [ want to know if a 
Committee of Ways and Means are Jealous > 
work? If the members of that committes reel 
jealous in respect to work, I would suggest - 
they take upon themselves, in addition to a. 
own, the duties of the Committee on Public Build, 
ings and Grounds, to which T belong; and I haya 
no doubt that two thirds of the members of the 
House would cheerfully devolve their duties Upon 
them also. [Laughter.] I would also oupies 
to the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Howsroy. 
who, with that affable manner and sagacious 
foresight which characterizes him, has shown go 
much solicitude upon this subject, that the Com. 
mittee of Ways and Means and the Committon 
on Military Affairs be blended together, in order 
that they may have the whole duties of both 
committees devolved upon them, and T would 
also add the duties of the Committee on Pubic 
Buildings and Grounds. ; 

Mr. ORR. I desire, in support of the view 
which I indicated when I was on the floor, to 
read also the rule of the House which defines the 

‘duties of the Committee of Ways and Means 
At the last session of Congress I had some dis. 
position, and so expressed my purpose, to test 
the sense of the House as to the absorbing pro- 
ensities of this Committee of Ways and Means: 
ut my friend from Alabama knows very well 
the reason why I did not then carry out that 
purpose. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I think my friend from 
South Carolina has used a term that he did not 
intend. He spoke of the ‘ absorbing propensi- 
| ties’? of the Committee of Ways and Means. } 
trust, in view of everything that has passed here 
| of late, he will not make use of that term. | 
| suppose he means to say the tendency of the busi- 
ness of the House to devolve upon that com- 
mittee; and I have only to say in reply, that in 
the last four years there is certainly no evidence 
that the Committee of Ways and Means have 
sought to appropriate to themselves any business 
| that did not belong to them. 
| Mr.ORR. There has never any single instance 
_ occurred within my recollection when the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means have not sought to obtain 
more than their legitimate share of the duties of 
_the House. What is the fact now? A message 
comes from the President relating to a subject 
which, from its nature, from the very name of 
the committee, must legitimately belong to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. My friend from 
Mississippi [Mr. Qurrman] moves to refer it to 
that committee, when the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Puewrs] rises in his place and claims 
it for the Committee of Ways and Means. 

I desire to say—and I say it in perfect respect 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, at the 
head of which is my honorable friend from Ohio, 
'{Mr. Campseti]—that, as a member of this 
| House, so far as I ean during the present Con- 
' gress, | am determined that the other committees 
of the House shall do their legitimate share of 
'the duties of the House; and that the whole re- 
| sponsibility for the legislation of the country shall 

not rest upon the Committee of Ways and 
| Means. 
| The rule regulating and defining the duties of 
the Committee of Ways and Means reads as fol- 
lows: 
“It shall be the duty of the Committee of Ways and 
| Means to take into consideration all such reports of the 
| Treasury Department, and all such propositions relative to 
| the revenue, as shall be referred to them by the House; to 
inquire into the state of the public debt or the revenue, 
| and of the expenditure, and to report, from time to time, 
| their opinion thereon.” . 
| Then comes a portion of the rule marked in 
brackets, which is substantially contained in 
another rule subsequently adopted, and which 
‘should not be here. It goes on afterwards to say, 
in another rule: 

“It shall be the duty of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, within thirty days after their appointment, at 
every session of Congress, commencing on the first Monday 
of December, to report the general appropriation bills—for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government; 10r 
the Army; for the Navy; and for the Indian Department, 
and [ndian annuities ; or in failure thereof, the reasons 
such failure.”’ 

But, sir, the 8lst rule indicates very clearly 
| what description of subjects are to come before 
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this Committee of Ways 
es that— 


vid 


«No appropriation shall be reported in such general ap- 


priation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, 
rt . or 

r ny expenditure not authorized by law. 

jor an) 


That, | think, was the rule up to the 13th of 
March, 1838, when, it seems, the Committee of 
Ways and Means wanted that a further addition 
<hould be made to their powers, and the follow- 
»y¢ addition was made to the rule: 

" senlens in continuation of appropriations for such pub- 
ie works and Objects as are already in progress, and for the 
_optingencies for carrying on the several Departments of 
the Government.” 

jt was thought to be desirable to give them au- 
thority to report appropriations for such public 
works as had been commenced by previous acts 
of Congress, and for the contingencies for earry- 
ing on the various Departments of Government. 
Now, sir, these rules define the duties of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means; but, according to the 
arrument of the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Pueies,| and according to the arguments which I 
have heard before upon this floor, the Committee 
of Ways and Means is the only committee that 


js competent to pass 7 military matters, upon | 


yaval matters, upon Indian matters, and upon 

every matter connected with any department of the 

Government looking to an appropriation, or look- 

ing to a change of policy in the administration of 

theGovernment. All the other committees of the 

House, Which are supposed to be especially 

charged with their respective duties, and which 

are fully competent to considerand act upon them, 
are to be ignored, and the Committee of Ways 
and Means charged with all their duties. 

Look at the extent to which this matter has 
been carried. Here is a message sent to us from 
the President of the United States, proposing 
what? Proposing that a change shall be made in 
the arms and armaments employed by the Gov- 
enment of the United States. Who is compe- 
ient—who is most competent—who has been 
specially charged with the consideration of that 
subject? The Committee of Ways and Means 
or the Committee on Military Affairs? A simple 
statement of the fact, that there are two commit- 
lees, one a Committee on Military Affairs, and 
the other a Committee of Ways and Means, would 
be all that would be necessary to determine which 
was most competent to inquire into the policy or 
impolicy, the expediency or inexpediency of the 
proposed change, and the military would certainly 
be pronounced to be the proper committee. 

The Military Committee is the proper direction 
for the matter to take, and I trust the House will 
give it that direction, That committee is pre- 
pared by their especial studies and by the special 
responsibilities devolving upon them to consider 
the subject. As is suggested by my friend from 
Mississippi, {Mr. Quirman, ] ifthe view presented 
by the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Pueps] 
is the correct one, itamounts to just this: that the 
recommendations of the Secretary of War are to 
be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means 
without investigation or consideration by the 
House, and all the House has to do in the matter 
is to adopt their recommendations. 

Mr. PHELPS, (interrupting.) With the per- 
mission of the gentleman from South Carolina, I 
will remark that the recommendation contained 
in this message involves an increase of the annual 
expenditures of the Government. The gentle- 
man from South Carolina says that this message 
ought to be referred to the Committee on Military 
Aiiairs; that the Committee of Ways and Means 
cannot properly take jurisdiction of the appro- 
priauon recommended in the message; and he is 
in favor, he says, of endeavoring to prevent the 
Committee of Ways and Means from absorbing 
the whole business of the House. Now, I merely 
Wish to call the attention of the gentleman from 
South Carolina to that portion of the annual esti- 
mates which, under the order of the House, has 
ulways been referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and which, under the order of the 
House, they are bound to consider. 


For the armaments and fortifications, so much 


was recommended by the Secretary of War; and 
the Committee of Ways and Means have that 
matter under charge. The Secretary of War 
how recommends that an additional amount be 
“ppropriated for that purpose. 


ordnance stores, and supplies.’’ That is another 


‘* For ordnance, | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


} 


and Means. It pro-| 


matter which the Committee of Ways and 
Means have under consideration: and this is a 
recommendation to increase the amount of money 
to be expended in the manufacture and procure- 
ment of ordnance, ordnance stores, and supplies. 

Again: ‘* For the manufacture of arms at the 
national armories.’’ That estimate is submitted 
to the Committee of Ways and Means in the an- 
nual estimates, and that committee are to con- 
sider how much shall be appropriated for that 
murpose. The Secretary of War now comes 
1ere, and asks that the estimates under these 
heads of appropriation shall be increased; that 
more money shall be appropriated for those ob- 
jects than was asked for in December last, in the 
annual estimates from the Department. He asks 
the increase in consequence of the exigencies of 
the public service. 

I merely desire to invite the attention of my 
friend from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] to the fact, 
when he proposes the distinction which he has 
stated in these estimates, that he ought to have 
commenced at the beginning of the session, and 
before the annual estimates had been referred, 
under the order of the House, to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. So far as the allegation 
of the gentleman is concerned, I assure the House 
that | have no desire to have the message appro- 
priated to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Jt is not for that object that I have made these 
remarks; it is for the purpose of having the busi- 
ness transacted inthe ordinary manner. 

We ought to make no innovations upon the 
established practice unless it is ascertained that 
that practice is wrong, and then we should estab- 
lish the practice which we deemed the right one 
by a modification of the rules of the House. 

Mr. ORR. The direction which was given to 
the estimate from the Treasury Department was 
in strict conformity with the rules of the House. 
It is proper that communications from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury appertaining to those things 
should be referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. They are estimates of appropriations 
which are annually made, and, in many instances, 
provided for by existing laws; but the action 
now solicited at the hands of Congress by the 
President and the Secretary of War is temporary. 
The appropriation is not proposed to be main- 
tained as a permanent thing. So far from it, if 
the committee grant the $3,000,000, the matter will 
end with its expenditure. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I wish to say a word or 
two on this question. | am gratified that the 
point has been made by the gentleman from 
South Carolina. I have struggled, in former 
times, to keep some share of the business of the 
House for the other committees—to prevent the 
Committee of Ways and Means from absorbing 
it all; and so far from it being true, as has been 
thrown out, that the House has burdened that 
committee with business, I defy any member 
to show me an instance where anything was 
referred to that committee against their remon- 
strance. 1 can recollect no one such msitance. 
If any exists I hope it will be brought to the 
attention of the House. I hope they will show 
us one instance where business has gone to the 
Committee of Ways and Means except on their 
demand. True, they have said they did not 
want it—that they did not care to take the 
trouble; but the result has been that nearly all 
the business has been absorbed by that commit- 
tee. The consequence has been that, not having 
tlme to attend to all the business, the committee 
has taken the executive recommendations blindly. 
The appropriation bills have been made out by 
the Executive Departments for three or four years 
past; and appropriations are consequently voted 
without proper investigation of their necessity. 
1 will give an example. For a great many years 
we have made appropriations for the manufae- 
ture of arms, and they have gone on and made 
old-fashioned muskets until we have now nearly 
a million of them. Everybody knows that the 
old-fashioned musket could not do execution 
beyond three hundred yards at the furthest. 1 
tried to have some change made; but they have 
gone on blindly making musket after musket. 
Well, if we were involved in a war our troops 
would have to fight with these muskets against 
troops armed with weapons that will carry eight 
hundred or one thousand yards. Of course they 


| would be shot down before they could have a 
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chance to return the fire with any effect. We 
could get no investigation of the subject until 
the last session of Congress. I do not say the 
Committee of Ways and Means are alone to 
blame. It may be that the Departments are to 
blame; but there has been no investigation into 
the subject of armories and fortifications. 

What I desire is, that this matter may be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
they will take time to look into it, The gentleman 
at the head of that committee [Mr. Quirman] 
has as much, if not more, experience in military 
matters than any other member upon this floor. 
It will be found, I think, that extensive changes 
ought to be made. Asa mere civilian, and not 
knowing much of these military matters, | was 
satisfied that they were going wrong. I hope this 
message will go to the Military Committee. They 
will look into it, and recommend the best system 
they can find. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman will 
indulge me in a remark. _ 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Ina moment. I do not 
think that the gentleman from Alabama is the only 
person to whom these remarks are applicable. I 
make no reflection on him, nor on his prede- 
cessors on that committee. When I came here, 
ten years ago, a very small portion of the public 
business was done by the other committees. The 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and his associates and friends, went on, from time 
to time, until that committee absorbed pretty much 
all the business of the body. I appeal to gentle- 
men who have been here for the last three or four 
years, whether this is not a fact? I have the right 
to state a fact which the Journals will show. I ask 
eentlemen to refer me to a single instance where 
that committee tried to escape the business forced 
on them by the House? That is the point | make 
I mean no disrespect to the gentleman from Ala- 
bama. He followed exactly in the footsteps of 
his predecessors. It is a little remarkable, that 
wherever you give men power, they are apt to 





| try and secure more, and that is the way the 


Committee of Ways and Means have managed 
[ will do the gentleman the justice to say that f 
believe he has given as much attention to the 
business before the Committee of Ways and 
Means as any other chairman ever did. I beheve 
that he has done the business as wellas any other 
No man could have investigated all the subjects 
before that committee as they ought to have been 
investigated. Our Army and Navy need reform- 
ation, and | hope the Military Committee will take 
up the question of fortifications and investigate it 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire to say a word just 
at this point. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [yield for that purpose. 

Mr. LETCHER. Ifthe President of the United 
States and the Seeretary of War designed that this 
appropriation should be made without inquiry, I 
take it for granted that they would have sent it 
to this House through the proper organ, the See- 
retary of the Treasury. inasmuch as it was not 
sent through the Secretary of the Treasury, who 
has charge of the public fund, but sent to us 
directly by the President, I take it for granted 
that he, as well as the Secretary of War, meant 
that the Committee on Military Affairs of this 
House should ascertain the necessity for the ap- 
propriation before the Committee of Ways and 
Means should be called on to act. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I fully agree with the gen- 
tleman on that point; and before I take my seac 
I will say that, as an observer of the current of 
events here for some years past, I have thought 
it proper to call attention to this subject, not 
merely with reference to this, but with reference 
to other matters which will come before us. It is 
important that the business should be divided out 
so as to secure the most thorough mvestigation 
The misfortune has been, that these estimates are 
sent down from the Department, very frequently 
by the head of some bureau, without undergoing 
the examination of the Secretary of the Treasury 
or anybody else; and the committees have here- 
tofore blindly adopted them, and thus they have 
gone into the bills. 1 desire to see the House take 
a more independent position of the President in 
this respect. | think, without intending any tn- 
peachment of the President or the heads of De- 
partments, that a little more investigation will be 
of service. Itis a well-known fact that, when 
cails are made upon the Departments, they allow 
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- a ij 
some subordinate to make out the estimates, and || 


send them in without examination, They are then 
ordered by the House to be printed, and the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means adopt them without 
sufficient investigation. f 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Levener] had looked into the history 
of our proceedings he would not have made the 
Jast remark which fell from him. He will find, 
and any gentleman will find, that the Departments 
have long since abandoned that good old custom, 
which ought to have been kept up, of sending 
the estimates through the Treasury Department. 
They do send them through that Department at 
the commencement of the session; but after that 
time, as a general rule, they do not. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. They have al- 
ready done so this session in several cases. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means says there are many 
such cases this session. That is the general prac- 
tice; | know it, and speak only what I know. 

The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Ciieman]| says he would like to have some one 
name acase in which the Committee of Ways 
and Means have attempted to get clear of busi- 
ness. Iwill call his attention to a case which 
occurred at the last Congress. The gentleman 
must have known it at the time; but I take it for 
granted he has forgotten it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I have. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Estimates for the navy-yard 
had been properly referred to the Committee of 
Ways ad Means. That committee, however, 
believed some reforming legislation necessary be- 
fore the estimates should be passed upon; and, 
believing the Committee on Naval Affairs to be 
the proper committee to propose such reforms, 
the Committee of Ways can Means suspended 
action upon the estimates until the Naval Com- 


mittee should act upon what we considered its | 


branch of the subject; and I submitted to the 


House a resdlution calling upon the Naval Com- || 


mittee to Inquire into it. The naval appropria- 
tion bill was delayed for some time for that 


action, and was finally reported to the House, | 


omitting the navy-yards altogether, and leaving 
them to come in as amendments after the Naval 
Committee should make its examination. Now, 
sir, if the Ways and Means had been seeking to 
obtain control of the business of the other com- 
mittees, it could very easily have acted in this 
instance; but, believing that branch of legislation 
should be initiated by the Naval Committee, we 
preferred that it should make its investigation 
and report. A gentleman asks me why not do 
so now? Tam not now a member of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


thing away from that committee which does not 
properly belong to it. If the gentleman willlook 
at the Journal of the House for the last four 
years, he will find that. the Committee of Ways 
and Means have repeatedly reported back to the 


1 I ama member of | 
another committee, and I am trying to ea every- | 


House business which the House had referred to | 


them by petition or otherwise. We reported it 
back, because we believed it properly Selennad 
to other committees. 

My friend from Virginia upon my left [Mr. 
Fac.kner} will remember another case which 
occurred during the last Congress. During the 
last Congress there were propositions before the 
House to make modifications in the military de- 
partment of the Government. Before the é 
mittee of Ways and Means acted upon the esti- 
mates for the pay of the Army, I had the honor 
to submit to the lene a resolution calling upon 


the Committee on Military Affairs to examine | 


and report upon the subject. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. ‘Dol understand the gen- 
tleman to say that that matter was referred to his | 
committee, and that, before acting upon it, they | 


called for a supplemental report from another 
committee ? 
Mr. HOUSTON. Not at all. 


a reterred to the Committee of Ways and 
aseans, 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Well, they were referred 


upen your suggestion. 


Mr. HOUSTON. That may be. I have al-— 


ways endeavored to have papers referred to the 
proper committees, If the gentleman will con- 
sult the Journal, he will see what I have asked 
for. 


THE CONG 


tee of Ways and Means not only refrained from 
interfering with the business which might be 


/ thought to belong to other committees, but ac- 


| mittee, probably upon his own motion, but when || 


Jom- || 


The estimates || 


There are two cases in which the Commit- | 


| tually delayed reporting the appropriation bills 
for the purpose of enabling other committees to 


— upon the subject. ; 
r. CLINGMAN. It seems, then, that this 
business was referred to the gentleman’s com- 


the committee got it before them they found they 
could not manage it, and then proposed to de- 
volve a part of it upon other committees. They 
found that they had taken more than they could 


of it. 


The committee, no doubt, came before the House | 
and had the matter referred to them without ex- | 


amination, but when they came to look into the 
matter, they found that they had more work than 
_ they could accomplish, and then asked that other 
committees uel help them. 


of excessive distension of the stomach. 
_ter.] I suppose it was. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


suppositions through the whole course of his 
remarks, entirely incorrect. The matter was not 
referred to the é 
| The estimates were sent to the Committee of 
| Ways and Means; but the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, or the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
were the committees to propose reforms in those 
two branches of the public service. We never 
| claimed the power of proposing any such reforms, 
nor was the subject-matter of these reforms ever 
referred to us. They were placed before the 
country; they were put before the two Houses of 
Congress; and, being known to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, we suspended action upon the 
appropriate bills for the purpose of awaiting the 
action of other committees. The matter was not 
referred to us. 
Now, sir, my friend from South Carolina says, 


| that the Committee of Ways and Means has been | 
I know I | 


absorbing the business of Congress. 
never asked for any business to be sent to that 
committee which | did not think belonged appro- 


priately to it; and that opinion of mine was shared | 


vy the House. So, if | committed an error in that 
way, the House, I suppose, committed the same 
error. 

But I was going to notice the criticism of the 
gentleman on the amendment to the rule. The 
amendment to the rule was not introduced because 
of the grasping disposition of the committee, but 
it was because—as has been the case for the last 
twenty years—the House was disposed to ingraft 
on the reports of the Committee of Ways and 
| Means that which did not belong tothem. They 
| were disposed to ingraft upon their bills things 

which the committee regarded as private claims. 
My friend from South Carolina remembers how I 
fought against this system. 
member of the last Congress, and of the Congress 
before that, know that I universally resisted all 
_ propositions to ingraft on bills of the committee 
things which did not belong to them; and the 
clause of the rule, as read, was to support the 
' Committee of Waysand Means in their efforts to 
| keep their bills pure and clean from amendments 
which they regarded as not in order, either as 
| germane or otherwise. 


Mr. KEITT. I rise to a point of order. 


I 


want to know whether the appropriate committee | 


for this matter is not the Committee on Claims? 
Here isa proposition claimed by two committees, 
and I raise the question that the appropriate refer- 
ence of itisto the Committee on Claims. [(Laugh- 


ter. ‘ 

"The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. There is no proposition pending 
to refer the message to any committee except the 

_ Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I was about to say that, 
with regard to that branch of the subject last 
alluded to by the gentleman from Alabama, as to 
a in private claims upon appropriation bills, 

make no charge against the committee. I have 
reference altogether to public business; and I have 
attained a object now, in having called the at- 
tention of the House to the subject, which I hope 

| will be looked into. 


Mr. WINSLOW. I merely rise to say, Mr. 


My friend from | 
New York [Mr. Haven] says it was aclear case | 
{Laugh- || 


The gentleman’s supposi- | 
tion in this case is precisely like all his other | 


sommittee of Ways and Means. | 





| 





He and every other | 


} 
| 
| 
| 
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Speaker, that this is a ve 
extremely important; and tT think it ought to be 
very thoroughly discussed. This is a conte. 
between the Committee of Waysand Means aa 
the Committee on Military Affairs. But no 
nostrum tantas componere lites. 1 wish to see | he 
House take some time in the investigation of thi 
subject. [t involves some principles which piney 
to be fully deliberated on and discussed, To a. 
an opportunity for full deliberation, £ move th : 
the House do now adjourn. , 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


important matter. 


I hope the gen. 


tleman from North Carolina will withdraw his 
digest, and then they proposed to disgorge part | 
Clearly, that goes to support my case. || 


motion to adjourn. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I cannot deny any favor 
to my friend from Tennessee; I withdraw {hp 
motion to adjourn. : j 

Mr. STEPHENS. I wish to inquire of the 
Chair as to what would be the condition of the 
question if we should now adjourn ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands th 
the message would go to the Speaker’s table 
come up in order. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then we had better not 
adjourn until the matter be decided. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think, sir, thar 
the difficulty in this particular case arises from 
the fact, that the message Which has been read 
contains matter which should appropriately go to 
different committees; or, in other words, perhaps 
that the communication from the War Depart. 
ment, according to my notion of things, improp- 
erly recommends an appropriation of $3,000,000, 
Sir, all matters relating to the increase of the 
Army, all matters pertaining to the organization of 
the Army, to the improvement of arms and imple- 
ments of war, to the commencement of fortifies 
tions or new works, appropriately go to the 
Committee on Military Affairs; and until that 
committee shall report, and make their recom- 
mendations, and present to the House something 
which shall become law, there is no earthly ne- 
cessity for an appropriation. But, sir, if the first 
part of this message, after being maturely inves- 
tigated by the Committee on Military Affairs, 
should result in a favorable recommendation from 
that committee, and if their recommendation 
should be concurred in by Congress, and the im- 
provement or increase of arms authorized, then— 
that being the law—it will be the duty of the head 
of the War Department, with the law before him, 
to make his estimate specifically to carry out the 
provisions of the law. Then, when these esti- 
mates would be sent to the House, they would 
appropriately go to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, as all estimates for appropriations, and 
all propositions for the raising of revenue to meet 
appropriations, should appropriately go. But all 
new legislation pertaining to the Army, pertain- 
ing to the Navy, pertaining to the different in- 
terests of the country, should go to their appro- 
priate committee, and estimates should be sub- 
mitted, after the laws had been passed, to meet 
the requirements of such laws. Thus, sir, if you 
will look back to the legislation of the country, 
to those who framed the early laws, and to those 
also who framed the rules of this House, you will 
find that they were wise, good, and patriotic men. 
They provided that the estimates for the appro- 
priations for this Government—for all its various 
departments—should be made to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and that he should make them 
direct to the Congress of the United States. And 
why, sir, is that necessary? It is necessary be- 
cause your Secretary of the Treasury should know 
what are to be the aggregate demands upon your 
Treasury, and that he may know whether or not 
he will be prepared with the means to meet the ap- 
propriations. But suppose the War Department 
sends here without coming through the Treasury, 
and asks for an appropriation of $3,000,000? 
Suppose the Navy Department comes through 
the Naval Committee, or through my friend from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Orr,] andasks for the build- 
ing of sixteen steam war frigates, involving the 
appropriation of many millions of dollars; the 
Secretary of the Treasury has no information 
upon the subject, and how is he to be prepared to 
make suitable recommendations, and see that he 
has suitable means to meet them? Suppose the 
House should carry out the recommendations of 
the Secretary of War, and should pass a bill in 
accordance with them, and the first official inform- 
ation the Secretary of the Treasury has that the 
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The appropriation of money is first; the pur- 
pose of it is stated afterwards. It is legitimately 
and properly the duty of the Committee of Ways 
and Means to ascertain whether, in the present 
condition of the Treasury and the country, these 
$3,000,000 ought to be granted to the Executive for 
such purposes. ‘The other branch of the communi- 


r Y Mite 

1856. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
¢3,000,000 are wanted is the warrant or requi- 
"on of the Secretary of War? I ask, is this 
‘he way the Government should be carried on? 
is this the way the law requires and provides 
at these estimates should be made? 

" Sir, what is the duty of the Committee of Ways 
und Means in this House? Not to provide fora 


lazy to work postpone all their legitimate busi- 
ness until the latter part of the session, and then 
ask to have it incorporated in the appropriation 
bills. In the early part of the session, members 
will attend to theirown private business, or what- 
ever they may choose to do; and when they 
are asked to take up some of the appropriation 


ange in the organization of the Army, or for its | 


inerease—not to determine whether you shall have 
one or fifty vessels of war—not whether you will 
wve this thing or that thing, or the other thing 
ne; butthey are charged with the duty of seeing 
at the Government is pooner with the ne- 
essary means, and they should also have super- 
yjsion over the appropriations and the estimates 
of expenditures, and see that one does not exceed 

» other. Itis their proper and legitimate duty 
«) take charge of all subjects appertaining to a 
propriations of money, and such matters should 
je referred to them. If you will do that, you will 
preserve, to a greater extent, harmony and con- 
.istency of legislation than you can otherwise do. 

It has become fashionable for gentlemen in 
this Hall to charge the Committee of Ways and 
Means with a disposition to absorb all the busi- 
yess of the House. Sir, | ask you—I ask the 
centleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] I 
ask the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
CuxemMaNn,| I ask any of those gentlemen with 
whom it has become fashionable to make these 
charges upon the Committee of Ways and Means 
—if they ae ever specified one single solitary in- 
stance Where the Committee of Ways and Means 
have asked to have referred to them any subject 
that did not properly belong to them, or that could 
have legitimately been referred to any other com- 
mittee? 

Mr. Speaker, let me tell you—let me tell the 


j 
u 


House—whatare the facts upon this subject. The : 


Committee of Ways and Means is necessarily a 
\borious committee, and having always business 
before them, they have to meet very often, and 
thus they get into the habit of working; but other 
committees, which have, perhaps, but little to do, 
acquire habits of idleness. hey do not meet, 
and they put off all their business. Instead of 
weparing their bills and recommending them for 
he consideration of the House at the proper time, 
hey lay back and say nothing about their busi- 
ess, until one of these appropriation bills from 
this Committee of Ways and Means is taken up 
for consideration. Then it has not been uncom- 
mon for the heads of the various committees to 


I 
t 
1 
t 
T 
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come forward with piles of papers upon their | 


desks, and when the appropriation bill relating 


to particular committees—for instance, when the | 
Army appropriation bill—is under consideration | 


in Committee of the Whole, the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs will come forward 


and say, ** Mr. Chairman, I am instructed by the | 


Committee on Military Affairs to propose this 
amendment to that bill;’’ and perhaps half a 
dozen or more propositions will be incorporated 
in that bill, such as ought to have been brought 
forward and considered and passed as separate 
and independent bills, if the House considered it 
right to pass them at ali; but as our business is 
transacted when an appropriation bill comes up, 
the chairman of that committee rises and says he 
is instructed to propose such an amendment in 
that place. So of the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs; so of the Committee on Foreign Affairs; 
and so of the various other committees of the 
House. Nearly all of them have their amend- 
ments to propose; and in this way your appro- 
priation bills, which should be in fact what they 
purport to be, appropriation bills to meet the ex- 
isung liabilities of the Government, have been for 
the last few years made the great omnibuses of 
congressionsl legisletion, to carry through all the 
halt and lame and blind passengers that their 
frends could crowd into them. ‘That is the way 
that measures reported by committees upon every 
possible subject are passed. 

Sir, if the committees of the House would do 
What, in my opinion, they should do, they would 
come forward early in the session, each with its 
legitimate business, and recommend their meas- 
ures to the House. Then, when you came to 


consider and pass upon your appropriation bills, 
youcould make them what your rules say they 


wel be, not containing measures of legislation, 


ut simply appropriation bills. 
As it is now, the committees of the House too 





bills, they tell you that they will go through any 
how. No danger of them. They never have 
been lost, and there is no apprehension that they 
will be. And when, at last, they do come up, 
near the close of the session, the argument is 
brought forward that the Committee of Ways 
and Means have occupied all the time of the 
House. As soon as we can get the House to 
consider the appropriation bills, you bring for- 
ward your propositions, and force the House to 
incorporate them into these bills, under the plea 
that you cannot get them passed at all unless 
they are put into the appropriation bills. I wish 
the House would teach gentlemen, by establishing 
a correct rule in this matter, that nothing can be 
incorporated into an appropriation bill that did 
not legitimately and appropriately belong there. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | 
shall detain the House but a short time, and will 
then move the previous question. 

Mr. ORR. | wish the gentleman from Ohio 
would allow me just a minute for the purpose of 
explanation. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I yield for that time; but 
not for any lengthy explanation. 

Mr. ORR. Some little time since I stated what 
was my understanding of the circumstances under 
which the latter part of the Sist rule was adopted. 
I have since examined the Congressional Globe 
of March 13, 1838, in reference to the matter, 
and I find that my statement was correct. An 
amendment was offered by the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and was ruled 
out of order. Next day the rule was amended 


| so as to make it in order. 


Mr. HOUSTON. My remarks were to the 
first branch of that rule; not to the second. The 
first branch every gentleman knows was the one 
which enabled the committee to keep off outside 


| claims. 


Mr. SEWARD. I want to know whether 
gentlemen are to occupy the floor in this way 
when there are others here who wisi to speak to 
the question immediately before the body? 

The SPEAKER ‘The gentlemen occupy the 
floor only by the consent of the House. 

Mr.SEWARD. The Chair laid down the rule 
this morning that, when a member yielded the 
floor to others, he could not again claim it for 
himself. 

The SPEAKER. When objection is made on 
the part of any gentleman, the Chair will enforce 
the rule. Gentlemen have been allowed the priv- 
ilege of addressing the House in opposition to 
the rule by general consent. The. Chair will, 


| however, enforce the rule strictly; and does not 
| favor, under any circumstances, this practice of 


interruptions. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, gen- 


tlemen are very much mistaken if they suppose 


| that the Committee of Ways and Means have 


any desire whatever to trench upon the rights of 
the other committees of this House. We have 
po such design. On the contrary, I think that I 
am authorized to say that the committee will be 
happy to relieve itself, if it can with propriety, 
of some of the arduous labors devolved on it by 
the law and the rules of the House. We do not 


| wish to infringe on the right of the Committee 


| on Military Affairs; but we intend to assert on 


this and on all other occasions, its rights. The 
Committee of Ways and Means is the legitimate 
organ, or instrument, of this body, in the subdi- 
vision of its duties, on questions appertaining to 
the raising and expenditure of the money neces- 


| sary for the public service. 


The question first presented for consideration 
is as to the character of the message which has 
been read. The paramount proposition of the 
message is a recommendation for an increased 
appropriation of $3,000,000 for munitions of war. 

he language of the President is: 

“J herewith transmit and recommend to the favorable 
consideration of Congress a communication from the Sec- 
retary of War, asking a special appropriation of $3,000,000, 


| to prepare armaments and ammunition for the fortifications, 


to increase the supply of improved small-arms, and to ap- || 


ply recent improvements to arms of all patterns,”’ &e. 


| will 


cation, as suggested by the gentleman from Ala- 


bama, ought to go to the Committee on Military 
Affairs; that is, in reference to the improvement in 
arms, the necessities for ammunition, fortifica- 
tions,&e. The Committee of Waysand Means do 
not seek to take what belongs to other committees. 
Li tthis portion of the communication go to the Mil- 
tary Committee. But when the President comes 
here, not through the Secretary of the Treasury, 
but the Seeretary of War, and demands a grant 
of $3,000,000, that is a proposition which ought 
to go to the Committee of Ways and Means. If 
the gentleman from Mississippi is willing to com- 
promise, | am perfectly willing, as a member of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, to adopt the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Alabama, and 
allow that portion of the communication which 
refers to Improvements in arms, &c., to go to his 
committee. That which refers to the appropri- 
ation of $3,000,000 ought to go to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. QUITMAN. If the gentleman will move 
to adjourn, he will have the floor in the morning. 
I should like to be heard on this question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I want the House, on to- 
morrow, to resolve itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. We had 
better finish this matter this evening. 

Mr. ORR. What will be the eff 
journment? 

‘The SPEAKER. 
the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. We had better dispose of 
the question now. It must be palpable to every 
man, that this message and the communication 
of the War Department contain matters, under 


ct of an ad- 


It will carry the message to 


| cover, that ought to, and probably will, be de- 


bated. If, as the gentleman from Mississippi 
insists, the whole matter shall be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, what, probably, 
be the result? The honorable gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,| who has served 
so long and faithfully on the Committee of Ways 
and Means, has already stated to the House, in 


| impressive terms, what would be the consequence. 
| The Committee of Ways and Means will be held 


responsible, to a very great extent, for the char- 
acter of the appropriation bills, as well as for the 
measures of revenue to supply them. ‘These es- 
timates, coming in this way, and going to other 


| committees, will be sprung in the House—per- 


haps at midnight—in the last days of the session, 
when members are worn out, without passing 
through the hands of the Ways and Means. [| 
havea hundred times seen instances of the kind 
described by the gentleman from Tennessee. 
The Committee of Ways and Means would know 
nothing of the appropriations sought to be passed, 
and would have no time to investigate or provide 
the means to supply them. Now, if the Military 
Committee have the right to move an amendment, 
that $3,000,000 be appropriated for fortifications, 
&c., the Naval Committee would have the right 
to move that $10,000,000, or more, be appropri- 
ated for steam frigates, and thus the Ways and 
Means would be held responsible, to a great ex- 
tent, whilst it is deprived of its legitimate power 
to act. By the theory of the organization of the 
House, the Committee of Waysand Means have 
jurisdiction over all money matters. They con- 


| sider and act upon all estimates for appropriations 


in reference to the Army, the Navy, and every 
other branch of the public seryice. If the legit:- 
mate duties of the Committee of Ways and 
Means be taken from it in the manner proposed, 
and yet that committee is held responsible for the 
character of the appropriation bills, | say here, 
at the outset, that { 

ibility. 

I shall be very happy atall times—and I have 
no doubt that the entire committee will be happy 
at all times—to receive information from these 
various other committees as to the wants of that 
particular branch of the public service which 
they represent. But we are to be presumed to 
know something about the condition of the Trea- 
sury, and ought to be kept informed as to the 


shall assume no such respons- 














= 


necessities of 80 


modifying the laws as to 
which are made. Any other system which dis- 
tributes the right to report appropriations of 
money to the House will lead to a state of confu- 
sion, which will be perfect darkness to the intel- 
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lectual vision of every member who is called upon || 


to vote on the passage of appropriation and reve- 


nue bills. f : 
Mr. Speaker, I have not intended to go into a | 
discussion of this extraordinary recommendation. 


Much has been said upon the other side on the 
question of reference; and with a view to bring 
de matter to aclose, and hoping that the propo- 


sition of the gentleman from Alabama will e 


vail—and [express that hope because I wish to 
assure the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Qiuitman,] the chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, that we do not want to absorb 


any of his privileges, while we desire to assert | 


our own rights on the part of the Committee of 
Ways and Means—I move the previous question. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. lask the gentleman 
from Ohio to withdraw his demand for the pre- 
vious question. I desire to make a remark or 
two. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
will renew it. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I wish to submit a few 
observations, and then I will renew the pre- 
vious question. ‘The importof this message can- 
not have struck the ear of the House as it has 
fallen upon mine, or we should not have been 
so long engaged in this discussion. It is an ex- 
traordinary proposition which the President has 
submitted to our consideration, under all the eir- 
cumstances of the country at the present time. 
He does not apply for an appropriation of moncy 
to meet any deficitarising under an existing law; 
nor is the application based upon any law, or 
upon any estmate furnished to us from a Depart- 


I will, if the gentleman 


ment, or through any of the usual channels used |! 


to attain appropriations. Itis not a reeommend- 
tion to Congress to pass a law to place the Gov- 
ernment in the possession and enjoyment of an | 
improvement in the means of war. It is none of 
these. It is a distinct application by the Presi- 
dent te this House—the originator of the money 
bills—to place in his hands $3,000,000, to be ex- 
pended at his discretion, with no other limitation 
to that discretion than the general terms which 
are used in the message convey, to wit: That it 
shall be applied to a class of objects connected | 
with the defense of the country, but without any | 


= recommendation as to the amount to || 


” appropriated by him to either one of several 
enumerated objects which make up this class, 
I can but consider the message, under the peculiar | 
condition attributed to our relations with a cer- | 
tain foreign Power, and the movements lately 
made by those who are supposed to enjoy the 
confidence of the President, asa paper of peculiar 
significance; and I submit to the cca 
we can justify this protracted contest between 
two of the standing committees as to which of 
them shall take charge of this extraordinary doc- | 
ument? 

I do not believe the Committee of Ways and | 
Means have properly any right to the reference 
sought by them. 
orable chairman of the Ways and Means as to 


I do not agree with the hon- | 


the theory upon which the committees of this | 


House are organized. 


1’ ° - . . | 
So far from his committee | 


being entitled to such a communication as this | 


from the President, | think that, under the true 


theory of our organization, his committee is no | 


more than an auditing committee for the benefit 


| connected is — confided. 


ures of legislation. 


they should be supervised by the committee to 
which the class of: business with which they are 
Any other the- 
ory than this destroys the equality which should | 
uxist between the committees of this House, and 

makes classes among the members of the body | 
which is not designed by the rules, and which is | 





OBE. 


raise | (Mr. Campserr] is chairman would very dis- | Means, or to the Committee on Militar 
the means necessary to pay the eeraean || tinetly appear. ‘Theoretically, it is an auditing || let it go at once to the Committee of 

1 | committee, rather than one for originating meas- || on the state of the Union, and let us th 
Whenever original proposi- | 
| tions for legislation are presented to the House, 


| at his discretion for expen 
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y Affairs, 
he Whole 


rth ‘here under. 
stand more distinctly what the President Means 


by this unusual demand to Ne wre three Millions 


iture upon the de. 
fenses of the country. > 


If our country stands in any such crisis ag j, 
require millions for its defense, the President has 


_ been by far too modest in the appropriatiny 


not consistent with the claims of all to oceupy || 


the platform of perfect equality. There isenough | 
for all to do, without attempting to constitute 


/any one committee a tribunal of supervision for | 


| cation as lmporting no more than a recommenda- 


| this? 


the work of others. 
If we are to consider this executive communi- | 


suggested. Neither three nor thirty millions will 
suffice. But, whatever the sum, let us know what 


the honor or the protection of our country requires 
) 8, 


and let us meet the crisis as becomes the Rep», 


tion for us to avail ourselves of modern improve- || 


ments in fire-arms, or for the manufacture of a 

new species of arms, or for a change in some of | 
the arms we now have on hand—as to put per- | 
cussion locks on muskets now provided only with | 


flint Jocks—most clearly the matter should be con- |! 


sidered by the Military Committee, because it 


then relates only to military affairs, and they can || 


best judge of the effect of the proposed changes | 
upon the military efficiency of thecountry. But, | 
when you regard the message as it has come to 
us, L ask how it can be construed to mean only 
If that was all, why should not the Presi- 
dent say the money is wanted in the ordnance 
bureau of the War Department, to make experi- 


| ments in the manufacture of arms, or changes in 


the condition of arms already manufactured ? 
Why were not these suggestions submitted from 
the proper bureau at the usual time, and em- | 


| bodied in the usual documents accompanying the 


annual executive message? How much of this 
large demand does the President want to appro- 
priate to fortifications, and where does he propose 
to spend iton fortifications? Ls it wanted at Boston 
harbor, or to complete the works covering New | 
York harbor, or Charleston, or New Orleans? 
Where will it be spent ‘in his discretion,’’ and 
whatis the reason for this unusual demand, that 


| we are called upon to delegate to the Executive of 


the United States the charge of branches of the 


| public serviee which have usually been attended 
| to by Congress, and supplied upon estimates sub- 


mitted by the bureaus of ordnance, or engineers, | 
through the proper Department? The message | 
does neither indicate the special reason for this 
unusual demand, nor does it intimate in what 
proportions the President means to apply the 
money tothe enumerated objects, nor when he | 
will make the application. How can the Com- | 
mittee on Military Affairs gather from the message, 
or from the document accompanying it, any data 


| as tothe real meaning of this demand?) Why, | 


sir, a the Military Committee return us a 
learned report upon the advantages of substituting 
the Minie rifle for the old Harpers’ Ferry musket, 


/and we adopt their views; how do you know the 


of the House, and should have nothing to do with || 


this application. 


verspicuous, and cannot be easily misunderstood. 
V here an existing law demands an appropriation, 
there the Ways and Means are charged with the 
srovision of the appropriation, but the Ways and 
leans cannot introduce an item into a bill which 
is not based upon an existing law. It is the 


The rule defining the duty | 


of the Committee of Ways and Means is plain, | ‘This, sir,is intended as a war message—intended || 


chief auditor of this House, and the Treasury | 


sends here its estimates of appropriations required 
by law, to facilitate the operations of this onerous 
branch of public duty. If the House would re- 
fuse to incumber the appropriation bills from the | 


Committee of Ways and Means with items not 


required by laws, the true nature and powers of || 
the committee ef which the gentleman from Ohio | 


President will so exercise his discretion as to 
spend a dollar of the $3,000,000 in either manu- 
facturing new guns or changing the caliber and 
range of the old guns? He enumerates several 
objects, and closes his recommendation with a 
very general remark, applicable to the defenses of | 
the country, as the proposed limitations upon his | 
discretion. 

Mr. Speaker, under any other Government 
than this, such a communication from the Chief | 
Executive to that department which ministers 
the supplies, would fall like the sound of a fire- 
bell in the night upon the ears of the people. 
it would at once be accepted as a war message. 


to have that effect across the Atlantic. It is the 
first note of preparation from the highest source 
known to our laws. I wish, sir, to have no am- | 
biguity in an affair of this kind. When war 

speeches go abroad from the other end of this 

Capitol, and extraordinary demands to commit | 
millions to executive discretion for their appro- | 
priation to objects connected with the defenses 
of the country are sent here from the President 


the President. 


sentatives of the people. If there is no Such 
crisis and no cause for excitement, then the dis. 
eretion of the President is not the ordinary o, 
usual depository for moneys appropriated fron 
the public Treasury. There is no use of referrine 
this communication to a standing committee of 
the House. The Military Committee eannoy 
furnish us with the matter we want. Are we to 
have practice here, as well as elsewhere, wit) 
Sharpe’s rifles? to estimate the range and to com- 

are them with other guns? Can we not look 
into the condition of our armories by examinine 
the reports of bureaus? No, sir; that is not what 
is meant by this document. It means more thay 
this. Does it mean war? Is that war to be with. 
out or within our borders? Is it to sustain oy: 
treaties with foreign nations, or to sustain our 
laws at home? 

I look upon this message as peculiar. It comes 
in a questionable shape. It is not to mend old 
cuns, sir, or to mount new ones, that the Pres}. 
dent wants this money; it will not so be accepted 
by the intelligence of this country. I think the 
House has clearly misapprehended the drift of 
It is of more importance than 
gentlemen have attached to it, apparently; for 
one so well versed in the laws and usages of our 
legislation as thé present Chief Executive would 
not have requested such a grant to his diseretion 
for the purpose only which gentlemen have attrib- 
uted to this message. It means more than this; 
and in whatever way we are to accept it, let us 
know what it is designed to accomplish. If it means 
nothing in particular, let our legislation take its 
usual course; if it means something particular, 
involving our peace at home or abroad, let us, 
as the Representatives of the people, inquire into 
it, and learn the full scope and expectation on 
which the recommendation rests, and treat it 
then as becomes our position and duty. If we 
are to be involved in difficulty, we should know 
it at once. We should either have no alarm ere- 
ated by debates which look to war, or we should 
let our people know that they may prepare for 
war. Let us send this message to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BOYCE. I have no doubt that it is 
competent for the House to refer the message to 


either of the committees named, or to the com- 


of the United States, my opinion is, that the || 


Representatives of the American people should | 
take the subject in hand without delay, and | 
should examine this as a war message. Instead | 
of sending the message either to the Ways and | 


mittee mentioned by the gentleman who has just 
taken his seat. But it seems to me that the most 
appropriate committee for its reference is the 
Committee on Military Affairs, because it per- 
tains to matters whiek come peculiarly under 
their jurisdiction. Now, it is not so much, Mr 
Speaker, that these $3,000,000 should be expend- 
ed, as that it should be judiciously expended 
The great improvements made in the art of war 
within the last two years, in ordnance, in fire- 
arms, and especially in fortifications, render it 
proper that the recommendations contained in 
the message should receive the most careful con- 
sideration. The siege of Sebastopol has effected a 
revolution in fortifications. It has been demon- 
strated there that the ordinary fortifications of 
stone are of no use in comparison with the great 
modern invention of fortifications of earth. The 
genius of the great Russian engineer has deve!- 
oped that idea. Well, if we are to go on with 
the construction of fortifications, and ordnance, 
and arms, it is important that we should make 
the most judicious investment of our money, and 
construct all these things on the most approved 
system. It, therefore, seems to me peculiarly 
advisable that this matter should go to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, because it is their 
culiar vocation. The gentleman who is at the 
coal of the Military Committee is one, too, emi- 
nently suited for that sort of investigation. 
Again: to give a reason which is very strong 
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